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THE 


PREFACE 


MFANY years ago I 
chanced to be in a 
Stationers-ſhop , where 
lay a Pamphlet with a Pi- 
Eture in the Front, repreſent- 
ing the Moon on one hand 
in the top, and below on the 
other .hand a Chariot with a 
Gentleman ſeated in it, and 
three pair of flying Gaunices 
( ſo he called them, that js, 
A 3 Geele) 
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The Prejace. 
Geeic) faltencd iw© 05115 Cie 
riot, and taking their ſtraignt 
courſe up towarcs the Moon, 
whither this Gentleman was 
haſtening : how he finiſhed 
his courſe and what became 
of him, I Raid not to look. 


There isa Gentleman of late 


come into the World, which 
I have not ſcen, but by many 
circumſtances conclude it to 
be the ſame man: and to 
aſſure you that he hath been 
there, he tells you of a De- 
luge and wondcriul Fraction 
that hath been in that World, 
much like the ſame which 
he hath reprefented unto us 

of 
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The Preface. 
of our World; with ſeveral 
other ſuch rare Mooniſh In- 


ventions , ſet forth unto us 
in a Book called, The Theory 


of the Earth : which he 


daily contemplated during 
his remain there, being fre- 
quently wheeled round a- 


bout it. And by ſuch vio- 


| lent circumferences daily 


made, his head became ſo 
giddy , as he is not well re- 
covered thereof ſince his re- 
turn from thence. Burt I fear 
this Gentlemans diſpleaſure, 
otherwiſe I would tell you 
more of him: For I remem. 
ber towards the end of his 


A 4 Book 
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The Preface. 
« Book he defires that if any 
« man undertook to anfwer it; 
«he ſhould forbear extrava- 
« ant excurſions , and fi 
(c cloſe and ſeriouſly to the 
&« buſineſs. TI may ask him 
then why he would trouble 
the World with more -cx- 
travagant fancies in his Book, 
and ealk to us Chriſtians of 
a certain Chaos and Fluid 
Maſs, and ſeveral Particles 
moving therein ; and how 
from thence an Farth was 
framed in a perfect Spher+ 
cal 'Form, with a Sex con- 
et in he bowels of it ; 


and how that this Earth was 
: {o 


The Preface. 
ſo fertile, as to produce all 
the ſeveral Animals in the 
World ; not only Worms, 
Snails, Snakes and Adders; 
but Horſes, Bears and Lions, 
Ravens, Swans and Eagles, 
all grew out of this fat and 
fertile Maſs. And here you 
might have ſcen their heads 
firſt peeping out of the Earth, 
and then their bodies, legs 
tails and all, thts frisking 
forthand taking their carreer. 
And fo Fowls coming forth 
by degrees, at laſt to grow 
compleat, take wing and fly 
abroad in the Air. And then 
he tells us how this whole 

frame 


The Preface. 
frame of Earth , like a great 


Pitcher, heated ſ{txteen hun- 
dred years together by the 
Sun, at length the Water in 
its bowels ſent forth ſuch vi- 
olent fumes and vapours, as 
burſt the whole frame of it 


to pieccs, andſo boiling up 


overflowed all the Earth, 
with the ſeveral Creatures in 
it, May I not now con- 
clude for certain that this 
man hath been in the Moon, 
where his head hath been 
intoxicated with circulating 
the Earth, and is now come 
down to us with thefe rare 
Inventions ; which he very 


gravely 


| The Preface. 
* | gravely calls Philoſophical Spe- 


. | culations, and Rational De- 
;  ductions, whereby he hath 
| . framed this adnurable The- 
- | ory, which he hath pulbiſh- 
| ed as anew lightcome into 
| the World to enlighten the 
| underſtandings of all men. 
' Fhis is juſt as Seneca faith, 
Sobrie inſanire, &* per gravita- 
| tem furere, a grave and ſober 
madneſs. 
And theſe his wild In. 
ventions he would have paſs 
in the World, as I faid, for 
Philoſophical Truths, and 
; fays, Ita Prince ſhould com- 
' plain of the poorneſs of his 
Exche- 


© ver, neither ſhould any be 


The Preface. 
* Exchequer, and the ſcarcity 
© of money in his Kingdom, 
<would he be angry with his 
* Merchants if they brought 
« him home a Cargo of good 
«< Bullion, or a Maſs of Gold 
* out of a forein Country ; 
*and give this reaſon for it, 
© he would have no new SiL- 


* current in his Dominions; 
« but what had his own 
*ſtamp and image upon it* 
*So we complaining of the 
* oreat 1gnorance of man- 
* kind, {hould be no leſs fan- 
* taſtical if we {ſhould refuſe 
"any new Hypotheſis or 

Fheory 


 ©'Theory 
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propoſed unto us, 


To this I Anſwer, firft, That 


= . g . hu * o 
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ſetting aſide the Divine 
Truths, which we hmve 
by Revelation from God,-in 
all other matters we com- 
plain of our want of know- 
ledg, becauſe we cannot ac- 
quire in this Life the ſure 
knowleds of any thing with 


| all our contemplation, ſtu- 


dy and enquiry; and the 


| more we ſtudy, the more 


; we come to know our own 
| ignorance, as that Wiſe man 


| ſaid, Hoc unum /cio, me mhil 


ſcire. I know this one thing 


, that I know nothing. And 


therefore 
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Eccle/. I. 1 8. He that increaſ. - 
eth knowledg, increaſeth ſorrow, 
to find himſelf ſo ignorant 
notwithſtanding all his ftu- 
dy and endeavours for the 
gaining thereof. Secondly, 
I Anſwer, That I believe no 
King would be ſo fooliſh as 
to ſuffer that little Gold he 
had in his Kingdom to be 


tranſported out and exchan- 
gcd tor a grcat deal of braſs 
or Icather Coin : So we will 
be very wary how we ſuffer 
our ſelves to be deluded and 
cheated of our Scripture- 
Truths,and receive this mans 


tabu., 


therefore the Preacher faith, 


- 
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fabulous Inventions. And I 
pray you obſerve in his Dif 
courſe the Method he uſes: 
In one Chapter he confident- 
ly ſayes, ſuch a thing is an 
old groſs Errour, or that in 
this the Antients were much 
miſtaken, but proves neither ; 
and ſometimes cites a Scrip- 
ture nothing to his purpoſe : 
And then in ſome following 
Chapter tells you with all 
confidence he has proved 
that in a former Chapter ; and 
thus goes on deducing one 
Errour from another. 

Yet this rare Man, not- 
withſtanding all. his confi- 


dence, 


; 
| 
| 


The Preface. 
dence, ſeems ſomewhat to 


doubt whether this his 'The- 
ory would have a current 
paſſage in the World; and 
thereforetotake men off from 
any Oppoſition to it, in his 
Preface doth brow-beat them, 
calling them Narrow-ſpirited 
Men, that do not approve 
his wide, wild, and extrava- 


oant fancies. Some he calls 


giddy and haſty Spirits, be- 
cauſe they will not ſpend 
time to conſider and weigh 
his light and trivial Inventi- 


ons. Some he calls ſuch dul.- 


ſpirited Menthat they would 


not receive his Theory, tho 
an 


_— \ 
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an Angel from Hcaven had 
delivered it unto them. And 
I confcſs my ſelf one of thoſe 
dull Souls which ſhould have 
rected it, tho an Angel 
from Heaven had brought i it 3 

and S. Paul to the Galatians 
would have been my ſuttici- 
ent Warrant, it being ſo con: 

trary to Scripture in ſeveral 
parts. He tells us alfo of 
ſome that think themſelves 
witty in calling his Book a 
Philoſophick Romance : I 
wonder much he {ſhould be 
diſpleaſed at this Title ; for 


certainly it is the moſt honor: 


able Title that could be afix- 
C4) cd 
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cd to it. And there is great 
reaſon to ſuſpect that this 
Gentleman fearing ſome 
meaner and more reproach- 
ful Title might be given it, 
to prevent the worſt, found 
out this himſelf : for how 
could any man clſc, who 
had not ſeen his Book, give 
ſo proper a Title unto it © 
{uppolſing that before it was 
ublithed with this Preface, 
e had not imparted it to a- 
ny, but ſome private Friend. 
And if he would take my 
poor judgment in this mat- 
ter, I conceive he had done 
far better if he had publiſh- 
cd 
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ed it under the Title of a Ro- 
mance only : for ſeveral Per- 
ſons would then have read 
it as a pretty invention to 
paſs away their idle time, 
and perchance have taken 
much delight in it ; and I 
' might havedonetheſame my 
{clt. Butin reading his Book, 
as ſoon as I found him to put 
a ſerious countenance on the 
bufincſs, and that he would 
have us receive his vain Fop- 
perics as Real, Rational and 
. Philoſophical "Truths, TI bes. 
oan to Stomach at them ; 
and farther, when I found 
\ he had put the flamp and 


(42%) facc 


& 1 
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facc of Scripture "Truth upon 
{uch vain fancics, I more and 


more deteſted them, juſt as 
if I had ſeen a Camel or ſome 


ſuch foreign Beaſt with a 
Mans Head and Face placed 
upon his Neck, which I. 
look'd upon as a hideous 
Monſter, and abhorrcd it : 
whereas ifthe Camel had had 
his own proper Head, I 
{hould have look'd upon it a 
whileas a Novelty with plea- 
ſure, conſidering the rare 
and extraordinary {ſhape 
thereof. This I confeſs 
hath much exaſperated my 


.. mind againſt his Theory, 


{ceing 
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ſeeing him ſo ſtrangely abuſc 
and force the facred Scrip.- 
tures from their natural ſcnſe 
to makethem carry ſome co- 
lour for his Fopperies. 

Yet I muſt acknowledge 
. | there are ſome very ſerious 
and ſolid diſcourſes in it here ' 
and there, where he hath a 
good ground for them ; And 
he ſeems to be a Man of ve- 
. ry good natural parts, and to 
nave ſtudicd and read very 
much. $o that conſidering 
all, he hath put me toa 
orcat ſtand, what to make of 
him; and hath given me 
cauſc to ſuſpect that he hath 


(47). a 


The Preface. 
ſomc very 1ll Principles, 
contzary to the Religion 
we profeſs, and hath cloak- 
ed them under his 'T heory, 
to {cc how the World will 
firſt paſs this; and it well, 
then to venture at ſomething 
beyond it. For it is impoſ- 
{ible that a Man of his Parts 
and Reading ſhould fo mi- 
ſtake and miſinterpret thoſe 
places of Scripture which he 
brings to maintain his 'Theo- 
ry. And I think he gives 
' me ſufficient ground to af- 
hrm, that cither his Brain is 
crackt with over-love of his 
own Invention, or his Heart 


IS 


The Preface, © 
iS rotten with ſome cvil dc- 


| fign: For I have heard of 


certain Men whoſe Brains 


have been diſturbed with 
ſome one particular thing, 
tho in all other matters ve- 
ry ſober and Rational. *Tis 
plain this Man hath taken a 
wonderful dcal of pains for 


ſome years at leaſt, in per- 


uſing ſ{cycral Authors to find 
out what was in them to 
countenance his "Theory, 
which he ſo: much adorcs 
in his Heart: And that it 
might carry ſome colour of 
Religionalſo, pretends to be- 
lievc the Scriptures ; and fo 


(44) applics 
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applies ſeveral parts of it to 
his Theory, which have not 


the leaſt ground for it. Or 
ciſe blinded and inſome mea- 
ſure diftracted with the Love 
of his own Invention , fan- 
cics he ſces in them much 
more than really there is, as 
Children frighted with Hob- 
ooblings, fancy they ſee up- 
ON a Wall Figures of De- 
vils with Horns, and Feet, 
and the like. So Love, 
which is ſaid to be {trong- 
cr than any other Paſſions, 
may have the like cflect, 
and make him ſee that in 
Scripture, which no Man 


clſc 


) 
C 


: 
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elſe can perceive. Sometimes 
he ſavours much of the Hea- 
then Humour : For you may 
obſerve he is very much 
taken, and enlarges himſelf 
with-great Delight, when he 


ſpeaks of their Golden Age, 


Elyſtum Fields, the Gardens 
of Heſperides, the Youth of 
Greece failing with Faſon to 
oain the Golden Fleece, their 
fabulous Fiction of a Cha- 
os and all things produced 
by that. Otherwhiles he 
ſeems to be a kind of De- 


ift, acknowledging God as 


the ſupream Origin of all : 
But atter his firſt Creation, 
he 


; *> A - . 
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| he takes all out of his hands, 
and would have Nature on- 
ly to act by a conſtant courſe 
in all things conteined in this 


ſublunary World. And 
what he underſtands by this 
Nature, is hard to fay: For. 
tho Page 289. he feems to 
givc a tolerable Definition of 
it; yet I pray you obſerve 
him Page 183. where he 
ſpeaks of the ſeveral Ani- 
mals in the World, and faith, 
It is below the Dignity of the Su-. 


periour Agent to att m their produ- 
ien; and would have this 


to be the buſineſs of Nature ; 
2S if this Nature were ſome 


diſtinct 
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diftin&t perſon ſubliſting and 
acting by it ſelf, and could 
do any thing of it ſelf, with- 
out the concurrence of the 
- Supream Agent : For if the 
Supream Agent doth con- 
cur, then it is not below 

his Dignity to Act in their 

production. But the Scripture 

ſaith 4 ſparrow doth not fall 


' from the bouſe top without our hea- 


yenly father ; and ſo doubtleſs 
a Sparrow cannot ariſe from 
an Egg without our Hea- 
venly Father particularly 
acting therein. This favours 
very much of the Epicure- 
an Opinion, who thought it 

below 
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below the Dignity of the 
Godhead to trouble itſelf 


with the minute Aﬀairs of 
this lower world. But Be- 


lievers know it is no trouble 


at all to God to act in infi- 


nite things, more than in 


one : Leſs trouble than it is 
to the Sun to ſhine upon 
every Graſs in the Fields, 
and every Sand of the Seca. 
And therefore whatever this 
Man is, whether a half or 
a whole and true Believer : 
Yet he docs ſo much magni- 
he Nature and her Actings 
in all this material World, 
as he givcs juſt cauſe of ſuf. 
picion 


C 


f_. 
F 


| the Bleſſed Virgin to have a 


The Preface. 


picion that he hath made her 
a kind of joynt Dceſs with 
God in the Aﬀairs thereof ; 
Juſt as the Papiſts have made 


joynt Power with Chritt in 


conferring Gracesupon Men); 


and ſo by degrees Men 


4re come to that paſs 45 to 


make Ten Prayers unto her, 


for one they make unto God. 
Yet if you ask the Papilts 
whether the Bleſſed Virgin 
be a Goddeſs or a Creature, 
they will anſwer, a Creature, 
but in their Actings make 
her a Goddeſs. And lo this 
Man gives a tolerable Defi- 

; nition 


World: y. © Pluge of the 
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; The Preface 
not attribute this to any thing 
- [alle but to their being ſo in- 
'tent on their worldly Afﬀeairs 
or Pleaſures, that they look 
very little at all into the Scri- 
\pturcs; much leſs remember 
?what is their contained. It 
[is a fad and lamentable con- 
_ dition of our depraved Na- 
:ture, that we are ſo apt to 
embrace any Errour more 
than 'Lruth ; and that like 
Children, we are ſo toſled to 
and fro with any wind of 
Doctrine, and catch at No- 
* veltics ever ſo erroneous. 
And I know not what can 
: be propoſed more' Erroneous 
\ and 
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nition of Nature, but talks 
ſo much of her Actings, that 
God is very near juſtled out 
of all. 
And now who can chuſe 


but admire to hind not only 
ſhallow and giddy Perſons, 
but many ſerious knowing 
Men (as I am very credibly 
informed) who have the free 
uſe of the Scripture , which 
teaches them ſo plainly the 
Creation and Deluge of the 
World; yct receive and com- 
mend this Man's vain Inven- 
tions ſo contrary unto them; 
which I hope to make evi- 
dently - appear. And I'can- 


nor 
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| not attribute this to any thing 


: elſe, but to their being fo in- 


"tent on their worldly Afﬀeairs 
. or Pleaſures, that they look 


very little at all into the Scri- 


| ptures; much leſs remember 
| what is their contained. It 
'isa ſad and lamentable con- 
. dition of our depraved Na- 
.; ture, that we are ſo apt to 


embrace any Errour more 


than Truth ; and that like 


: Children, wear {ſo toſled to 


and fro with any wind of 
Doctrine, and catch at No- 


© veltics ever ſo erroneous. 


And I know not what can 


{ bc Propoſed more' Erroneous 


and 
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and contrary to the all | 
Truth, which we {ſhould be : 
ſo zealous to retain, and not 


ſuffer our ſelves to be delight- 
ed with any thing contrary | 


to it. For, as S. Paul faith * 
to the Theſlalonians, 17 we 
hike not to retain the truth, God 


ſhall grove us up to flrong deluſzns, 
that we ſhould believe a tye. And 


truly we well deſerve to be 
given up to any Dcluſions, 


ſceing we arc {ſo little con- 
corned in all matters of Re- 
ligion; whether Papiſt or 
Atheiſt, Turk or Jew, we 
are very indifferent in all. 


And certainly this Man hath 


not ' 4 
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| not a little oratified both Pa- 


piſts and Atheiſts; the Pa- 
piſts by his ſtrange and for. 


. ced Interpretations of SCri- 


. pture, making it (as they 
' Blaſphemouſly call it ) a 


| Noſe of Wax, to be ſhaped 
| and fitted not only to their 


. ventions : 'The Atheiſts, by 


vain Superſtitions, but even 
to this Mans ridiculous In- 


making the Word of God, 


- whereon the truth of our 


Salvation depends, ſo uncer- 


| tain and queſtionable, that 


no Man can find any aflu- 
rance to dependupon, ſeeing 
the firſt Principles of it ſo va- 

(b) riouſly 
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riouſly interpreted by this 
Man ; and from thoſe Prin- : 
Ciples a Fabrick raiſed of a 


New W orldſo difterent from 


t 
| 


that which all Believers from - 
thebeginningtothisday have |; 


allerted. 


W herefore I {hall now ad- 


dreſs my ſelf unto the learn- 
ed: Men of the Univerſities ; 
and defire 'to know what Le- 
thargy nath pofleſled them 
all, that not one of them ap- 
pears in Writing to confute 
the iFables of this Man : For 
I have diligently enquired 
and cannot Hear of any one 
yet come forth -in Print. It 
| q they 
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they anſwer me that they are 
'fo vain and extravagant in 
themiclves, that they need 


no other Confutation ; Icon- 


ſent unto them that it is true. 


' + But if they prevail fo far in 


the World, as to get Recep- 


tion and Applauſe, the next 
ſtep may be, for ought I 
know, to be approved and 
believed. This hath enga- 


- goed, me, tho now in the 


Eighty Second Year of my 
Age, to put ſome ſtop to 


| this Current, and to awaken 


ſome younger, abler and fit- 
ter Perſon to undertake this 
Man, and encounter him in 


(D2) -Cvary 
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every point; which I amyl 
notable to perform, my Me. p 
mory being much decayed, 'c 
my ſight alſo being gone, || 
one Eye quite, the other ve- bo 
ry dim, ſothat I can neither | 
write my ſelf, nor caſily read ! 
the writing of another. Yet 
] was reſolved to ſhew my 
endeavour by this ſhort Ef- | 
ſay, hoping it may raiſe the 
Spirit of ſome younger, as I 
faid, and learned Perſon to 
{ct upon this buſineſs. 

And laſtly, I ſhall addreſs 
my ſclf unto the Governours 


"Y 
L. 


_ ofour Church, who fit at the 


Helm, humbly and carneſt. 
ly 


| The Preface. 
| ;1y beſeeching them to have 
ia watchful Eye , at leaft, 
*over this Perſon what he ſets 
;forth (if they think it not 
{fit to queſtion him for what 
! he hath publiſhed alrcady ) 
' for in this Book he ſufhci- 
* ently declares his intention 
of Publiſhing another part 
of ſuch like diſcourſe as this. 
- And you ce by this how he 
wrefts and forces the Scri- 
pture. from its own ſenſe un- 
' to his purpoſe, beyond the 
Manicheans or Marcionites ; 
; and how boldly he ſects him- 
| ſelf to maintain a new Hy- 
| pothelſis ſo contrary toall the 
(bz) World 


T he Preface. 


Heathens, Jews or Chriftians. 


And truly it may be well 


doubted, whether he hath 
any great reverence or value 
for the Scriptures, tho he 
makes uſe of them to gain 
ſome credit, or at leaſt, to- 
leration for his vain Inven- 


tions. For I pray you look 
into him, Page 270. at the 


World that were before him, . 


£8 
wy 
Ex 
4. 


lower end , where ſpeaking 


of eAmerica how it was PCO- 
pled, he there declares his 


Opinion; *©That it is more 
« probable that when eAdam- 
* was removed from eAmerica 
* into our Continent, ſome of 
« his 


? The Pr ef ACE. 
{« his Poſterity was left be- 
|< hind, and in the Deluge 
1 were ſaved ſome other way, 
1« diffcrent from Noab, tho 
7<« not mentioned in the Scri- 
{«* pture , and after that en- 
{« creaſed and multiplied to 
'« People that Nation : And 
« faith, "That tho he belicves 
« all Mankind procecded at 
'« firſt from eAdam : Yet he is 
'« not bound to believe that 
\« all the People now in the 
' *& whole World proceeded 
- « from Noah and his Gene- 
- < ration ; and that he thinks 
: < it not a breach of any Ar- 
'<«ticle of Faith not to be- 
(D4) lieve 


ne — tO ts de 


The Preface. 
« lieveit. I would ask this Man! 
whether it be an Article of! 
his Faith to believe the Scri-7 
ptures: and if it be, I am 
{ure he is bound to believe : 
that all Mankind now in the: 


whole World proceeded * 
from Noah: For it is repeated, * 


Geneſis C. 7. four or five times | 


over,that all Mankind, except 


Noah and his Family, were 
deſtroyed inthe Flood : And 
tis impoſſible he ſhould pre- 
tend ignorance of this, for 
he mentions ſeveral paſſages 


in that Chapter. From hence 
tis plain this Man hath the 
conhdence to ſect himſelf a- 

oainft 


: oainſt the whole World, and 
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The Preface. 


to make good his own vain 
Fancy, will oppoſe themall, 
tho they bring Scripture ne- 
ver ſo plain and cafic to be 


underflood. And when he 


hath thus abuſed and called 


all Men living Dunces, he 


concludes his Book, deſiring 


Peace and Love with them 
all. Thus I have ſhewed 
nry endeavour , defiring all 
my defects herein may be ex- 
culed by my great Age and 
many Imperfections. 


(05) I 
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Think it fit to inform the Reader, 
I That after my firſt reading of this 
Mans Theory, T wrote unto Mr. Kettilby, 
the Man that Printed it, to enquire what 
kind of Perſon the Author was,who it ſeems 
informed him of what Thad written ; and he 
thereupon writes a Letter himſelf unto me 
concerning his Theory : By which Tunderſtood © 
how to addreſs a Letter unto him ; and ſo be- 
gan ſome correſpondency with him in Letters, 
hoping that I might thereby reclaim him from 
his Errours ; but found him ſo ſtiff and per- 
tmacious i them, that T was ſoon out of all 
hopes to do any good. And m this our correſ- 
pondency by Letters, ſeveral paſſages came 


0 


from him, which are here and there men- 


tioned in the following Diſcourſe ; which 
the Reader may wonder at, finding nothing 
of them in his Theory. 


The 


4 —  — 
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7 The following Diſcourſe is 
divided into Three Sc- 


Ctions. 


F 


II. Contains the Expoſition of ſe- 
K;. yeral T exts of Scripture men- 
tioned in his T heory. Page 1. 


I IL Contains the Narration of | 
; ' the Deluge. P. 53. 


*TIT. Gmtains the Fabrick of his 
New We WIG. P. 1 54- 
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SECTION LT 


; CONTAINS 
&T he Expoſition of ſeveral Texts 


of Scripture mentioned in h1s 


Theory. 


1. I Told you in the Preface that 1 
2 had not meddled with this mans 


ZTheoxy, unleſs he had given me great 
offence to ſee the Sacred Scriptures ſo 
abuſed, as to be made props to ſup- 
-port ſuch a rotten totterin building, . 
"as his Theory. And rs I thin 

-it fir, before I enter upon the diſcourſe 
of that, to ſhew you wherein he hath 
abuſed the Scriptures, by giving you a 
& you 
ſeeing 


7 right interpretation of them ; le 
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(2) 


ſeeing with what confidence he cites! 
them, may from thence ſuppoſe they 


bear ſuch a ſenſe as he puts upon 


them, and ſo inconſiderately paſs over! 


— —_— As k _— 


his Theory as a well grounded 


Truth. 


Il. He makes uſe of Moſes ſome- 


times, but chiefly St. Peter, and tells| 
us often what they ſay in their Philo-| 


ſophy , as if he did them a great ho-® 
nour in giving them that Title : but? 


truly they may well ſcorn the Title, 
as too mean for them; for they came? 
not by their knowledg in Divine mat- 


ters by any ſuch Philoſophical way as 


= 
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from Human Principles, making In- | 


ferences and Conſequences after the 


manner of men (in which way this 
man much admires himſelf, tho he as * 


often failes therein as others,guided by 


their own ſhallow and deceitful Rea- | 


ſon ) but by Diyine Reyelation from 


God, 
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God, and Infuſion of his Holy Spirit ; 
and ſpake as that Spirit gave them 
Wutterance. And tho Moſes was learn- 
Zed in all the Wiſdom of the AZgyptians , 
&yer he made little or no uſe of thar 
Wiſdom ; nor could eyer from thence 
ave found out how the World was 
at firſt Created: which many great Phi- 
Zloſophers were wholly ar a loſs in; and 
tho they laboured much in it, yer could 
never attain to a right underſtanding 
therein, bur left to the World their vain 
and idle opinions as a perperual telti- 
Zmony of their foolery, tho much ad- 

"mired by men for their Wiſdom. 


- TIE. Tſhould begin with Moſes firſt: 
bur I ſhall be neceſſitated to interpret 
+ him as we go on in the Diſcourſe of 
24 his Theory, ; and therefore paſs him 
© by here, and come to St. Peter, whom 
7 he ſo often cites as his main ſupport : 
3 And after we have done with Sr. Peter, 
JF B 2 we 


(4) : 
we ſhall clear ſome other Scriptures 
which are cited in his Theory. Tis 
the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Peter our! 
Theoriſt would make uſe of ; and® 
thereforel think it notamils to acquaint 
the Reader, that this ſecond Epiſtle of 
St. Peter was not received in the Church 
for many years, and that there are ſome} 
Reformed Churches that do nat yet 
allow it as Canonical and Authentick. 7 
Bur this ſecond Epiſtle of St. Peter hav- 
ing no material point of Belief , but 
what is contained in other Scriptures? 
exprelly or circumſtantially , and our | 
Church receiving the ſame, I readily -* 
ſubmit unto it ; and let our Theorif 
make what advantage he can from 
thence. 


IV. This man tells us that the pre- 
ſent World is quite of another form Þ 
and nature than it was before the Flood: ? 
then the earth was of a {mooth perfect * 

Spherical ? 


(93 


7 Spherical form , a fat and delicious 


7 Surface, the Air ſerene and temperate, 


without ſtorms, tempeſts, or any hoi- 
& ftrous winds coming from the Regi- 
Z ons above, or ariſing from the Sea; tor 
& there was no Sea at all in it: all that 
vaſt Water was included within the 
Earth,and the Earth in a perfect Sphere 
Z round about it : but this Earth was at 
i the great Deluge broken all to pieces, 
*Z and the Sea z” 2 up overflowed it , 


> and put it all in that confuſion as now 


2 this Eart 


> it is, with broken Rocks and Moun- 
2 rains, with deep Valleys and Caverns 
2 in rfany places under it; and pieces of 

f ſcattered in ſeveral parts of 


> the preſent Sea, cauſing innumerable 


Iſlands ſmall and great all the World 


over. The Air alſo now boiſtrous 


and turbulent with various Heats and 
Colds ; {o that for one calm and ſerene 
_ we haveten, if not twenty quite 
otherwile. And for this his Afſertion 
B 3 he 
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(6) 
he hath no Scripture at all : but ſome- 
thing to colour the buſineſs he would 
fain {crue our of St. Peter's 2 Ep. 3.5. 
Cc. Where he tells us that S. Peter ſets 
forth an evident oppoſition or diverſ1- 
ty betwixt the old World before the 
Flood and our prelent World. Now, 
good Reader, I defire you to view this 
Chapter from v. 1. to v. 9. or 10. and 
fee what you can find there to this pur- 
pole without either hisor myComment 
upon it: and when you have done, 
hear what he ſaith of it pag. 48 ; elpe- 
cially of v. 5, 6, 7. viz, © Thar rhis is 
* fo pregnant a place to his purpoſe, as 
* he thould do an Injury to Providence, 
« had he neglected to take notice of 
«this paſſage ; and that the Apoſtles 
* diſcourſe 1s ſo plain and eahie, as eve- 
*© ry ONe at frſt {1ght mult needs diſco- 
© yer the meaning of it. Theſe ex- 


; O | 
preſſions of his would make a man ex- 


pect to find in St. Peter his whole The- 
Ong 


_ 
& 
we” 
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; 
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ory and deſcription of his Antediluvian 
Farth ſet forth on the one hand, and 
the different ſtate of our preſent Earth 
as plainly ſer forth on the other. 


V. The beſt way to have a good 
underſtanding of any mans Writings, 
is to conſider the buſtneſs that he 1s up- 
on, and what he deligns : and then if 
we meet with any dithculty or obſcu- 


# rity in his diſcourſe, we may be ſure 


from his deſign to diſcover the right 
meaning of them. Let us then con- 
{1def what the buſineſs of St. Peter 1s in 
this ſecond Epiſtle : Tis not a Philoſo- 
phical Diſcourſe to teach us the nature 
and conſtitution of the Heavens or the- 
Farth ; but to teach wicked men the 
nature of Sin, and to ſhew them the 
Judgment and Danger that conſtantly 
tollows it : this is the buſineſs of this 
Epiſtle, and therefote he brings ſeveral 


examples of fearful Judgments that be- 
B 4 tel 


" 8] 
fel wicked men for their obſtinacy in 
Sin, And his deſign is to bring ; Fra 
to Repentance, and ſo to avoid the 

ievous Puniſhment that will cerrain- 
y fall upon them, if they perſiſt. Now 
let us come to the words of St. Peter 
cited by our Theoriſt, which are 
thele, c. 3. v. 5, &c. For this they are 
willingly ignorant of, That by the word of 
God the Heavens were of old , and the 
Earth ſtanding out of the Water and in the 
Water ; whereby the World that then was, 
being over flowed with Water, periſhed. But 
the Heavens and the Earth that are now 
by the ſame Word are kept in ſtore, reſerv- 
ed unto Fire againſt the day of Judgment. 
This paſlage I have Read full oft, 
but could never yet ſee at the firſt ſight, 
nor at the twentieth, any thing relatin 
to his new fancy. And it it were F 
ealy to diſcover at firſt ſight, what need 
he {o enlarge upon it for four whole 
pages tozerher, turning and wrelting 


the 


(9) 
the words with many ambages to bring 
them abour to his bent? I ſhall now 
in few words lay down the meaning 
of St. Peter. It is an Anſwer, as he 
truly faith , to certain Scofters, who 
Key a mock art the Apoſtles threaten- 
ing the coming of our Saviour to Judg- 
ment with fiery indignation ar the end 
of the World, and ſaying, Where is the 
promiſe of his coming ? for fince the Fa- 
thers fell aſleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the Creation. 
To this St. Peter anſwers That they were 
willingly ignorant of this , That by the 
Word of God the Heavens were of old, and 
the Earth ſtanding out of the Water and im 
the Water ; whereby the World that then 
was, being overflowed with Water , pe- 
riſhed. 'They are willingly ignorant , 
or wiltully ignorant, how that God 
by his Word made the Heavens of old, 
and the Earth ſtanding out of the Wa- 
J ter andin the Water ; whereby the Ani- 
; | mate 
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fel wicked men for their obſtinacy in 
Sin, And his deſign is to bring them 
to Repentance, and fo to avoid the 
ievous Puniſhment that will cerrain- 
y fall upon them, if they perſiſt. Now 
let us come to the words of St. Peter 
cited by our Theoriſt, which are 
theſe, c. 3. v. 5, 3c. For this they are 
willingly ignorant of, That by the word of 
God the Heavens were of old , and the 
Earth ſtanding out of the Water and m the 
Water ; whereby the World that then was, 
being over flowed with Water, periſhed. But 
the Heavens and the Earth that are now 
by the ſame Word are kept in ſtore, reſerv- 
ed unto. Fire againſt the day of Judgment. 
This paſlage I have Read full oft, 
but could never yer {ce at the firſt ſight, 

norat the twentieth, any thing relatin 
to his new fancy. And it it were ' 


eaſy to diſcover at firlt ſight, what need 
he ſo enlarge upon, it for four whole 
pages fozerher, turning and wreſting 


the 


(9) 


the words with many ambages to bring | 
them about to his bent? I ſhall now 
in few words lay down the meaning 
of St. Peter. It is an Anſwer, as he 
truly faith , to certain Scoffers, who 
made a mock at the Apoltles threaten- 
ing the coming of our Saviour to Judg- 
ment with fiery indignation at the end 
of the World, and ſaying, Where is the 
promiſe of his coming ? for ſince the Fa- 
thers fell aſtep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the Creation. 
To this St. Peter anſwers That they were 
willingly ignorant of this , That by the 
Word of God the Heavens were of old, and 
the Earth ſtanding out of the Water and in 
the Water ; whereby the World that then 
was, being overflowed with Water , pe- 
riſhed. They are willingly ignorant , 
or wilfully ignorant, how that God 
by his Word made the Heavens of old, 
and the Earth ſtanding out of the Wa- 
terand in the Water ; whereby the Ani- 

| mate 
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(10) 
mate World, that is, all Men and 0- 
ther living Creatures of the Earth, be- 
ing overftiowed, periſhed. They wil- 
lingly forget this Judgment of God 
executed upon the old World, and 
therefore will not believe That the Hea- 
wens and the Earth which are now , by the 


ſame word are kept in ſtore,reſerved unto fire 


againſt the day of Judgment and perdition 
of ungodly Men. Bur this they may be 
{ure of, that as by the Word of God 
they were warned then of the Deluge, 
which came upon ungodly Men : So 
now we give you warning that by the 
ſame Word of God this World ar our 
Saviours coming ſhall be deſtroyed by 
Fire ; not only the Earth , but the 
Heavens alſo ſhall melt with fervent 
Hear. This is the plain and full mean- 
in of St. Peter's words, and this in- 


deed is obvious to any underſtanding 


Perſon ar firſt ſight. And this 1s St. 
Peter's buſinels here, to ſet forth Gods 


Judg- 


(11) 

JONES upon Sin, and not the di- 
verſity of the old Heavens or Earth 
from the prelent : for here is nothing 
- mentioning a {uch diverſity oc OPp- 

poſition in the former Earth to the pre- 
ſenr Earth, no more than in the for- 
mer Heavens to the preſent Heavens : 
where he would have a perfect Anti- 
thelis forſooth, and a direct oppoſiti- 
on between the former Heavens and 
Earth, and the preſent Heavens and 
Earth. Now ler us hear St. Peter's 
words in the Original Greek. Aarva- 
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They are willingly , or wilfully, ig- 


norant that the Heavens were, that 1s, 
Created, of old, and the Earth fituated 


out of the Water and by the Water : 
but the preſent Heavens and Earth by 
the 


_ 1 


© + % Bp 
the ſame Word are kept in ſtore againſt 
the day of Judgment. He doth nor 
ſay here, Ot tx, 2! Leave nod, and Ot 
5 roy vegral m3 This might be an An- 


titheſis:but *:-xau follows 3odp and (o it 


IS nou rxaxAgi my 5 Ots Ago, The Hea- 
vens were Created of old by the word 
of God. And fo ſure were the preſent 
Heavens. And for the Earth, he ſaith 
it was ſituated out of the Water and 
by the Water. He doth not ſay the 
Heavens and the Earth were both ſb 
ſituated, but evvexwor a participle of the 
Feminine Gender and Singular num- 
ber agreeing with 91 the Earth : where- 
2s had he meant the Heavens alſo were 
{o ſituated, he ſhould have uſed ano- 
ther Gender and the Plural number : ſo 
chat this ſituation belongs only to the 
Earth. Then follows, But the preſent 
Heavens and Earth are by the ſame Word 
kept in ſtore, reſerved unto Fire. What 
oppoſition 1s here ? The Heavens and 

Es the 
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the Earth were Created of old by God; 
But the preſent Heavens and Earth are 
by God reſerved unto Fire. Here is no 
diverſity or oppoſition exprelt berwixt 
the old Heavens and Earth , and the 
new Heavens and Earth; bur only the 
diverſity or oppoſition berween the 


rwo Judgments : the one was only of 
the Earth by Water, and the other is 


. to be of both Heavens and Earth by 


Fire. Not one word here of a diſpo- 
ſition in the old Heavens to Water , 
and the preſent Heavens to Fire ; nor 
any diſpolition in the Earth to the one 
of old, or to the other now : but that 
the former Earth was ſituated our of 
and by Water, and is now relerved 
unto Fire. Let our Theoriſt , it he 
can, ſhew me how the Heavens, or 
how the Earth is now diſpoſed for 
Fire : I ſee not a word in St. Peter f1g- 
nifying any ſuch thing, tho he with 
his wonted confidence doth affirm it, 


P4g* 


(14) 
pag. 233, and ſay © that St, Peter doth 
« formally and exprelly tells us that the 
« 91d Heavens or the Antediluvian Hea- 
« yens had a different conſtitution from 
« ours ; and particularly that they were 
« compoſed or conftitured of Water ; 
« and in the margin ſets down 2 Epiſt. 
Pet. 3. 5. Now to lay that a thing is 
formally and exprelly told us, ſure 
you will expect to find that thing in. 
the ſame formal or very words, [ 
pray you now look back upon the ve- 
ry words and {ce if you can find any 
ſuch thing there. Are there any ſuch 
particular words there as he afhrms , 
that the Heavens of old were compo- 
ſed or conſtituted of Water 2 Nor of 
the Earth is it ſaid that it was com- 
poled of Water , but that it was we- 
7% , Which {1gnihes as well, and as 
uſually ſituated or ſertled, and # is of- 
ten taken for ##» out of : And ſo the 
ſenſe runs thus, "The Earth placed out 


of 


(15) 
of the Water and by or in the Water, 
which cannot relate to the Heavens ; 
for then the participle «vr»*woz ſhould, 
as I ſaid, have been in the Plural 
number. Nor can it be truly ſaid that 
the Heavens are ſituated out of the Wa- 
ter and by the Water, whatever may 
be faid of the Firmament. But he 
doth . not uſe the word Firmament 
here, but Oi! vearol nach EX TA AC Tu TS 
Os Acyw. | The Heavens which . were 
of old Created by God, in the Plural 
number, all the Heavens, the higheſt 


as well as the loweſt. 


VI. S.Peter having thus exprels'd the 
diverſity of the Judgments, he goes on 
and infers from the tormer Judgment, 
that as they found by experience Thar 
the word of God threatening them with 
a Deluge came really to paſs and all 

periſhed : So the word of God now 
threatening them with a CO 
WI 
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(16) 
will afſuredly conſume them. This 
ſeventh Verſe is a conſequence inferred 
from the firſt and ſixth Verſes, which 
were the Antecedent : and the fifth 
Verſe is ſo far from being Superfluous 
or Redundant, as our Theoriſt would 
have it, that from thence the Apoſtle 
takes the Riſe of his Aroument, and 
begins, That by the word of God the Hea- 
vens were of old, and the Earth ſtanding 
out of the Water and in the Water. Where- 
by (that is, by which Waters) the 
World ( of the ungodly ) that then was, 
being overflowed with Water, periſhed. 
The Earth ſtanding our of the Water 
and by the Water, thoſe Waters com- 
manded by the word of God overflow- 
ed the Earth with the ungodly. The 
Waters which were betore miracu- 
louſly reſtrained by the Word of God, 
beingnow ler looſe by the ſame Word 


| overtiowed the world,and would do {o 


again,were they not reſtrain'd : for there 
Is 


(17) 


the ſame diſpoſition, or rather ſituati- 
on of the Earth now, as was of old : 
but the Word , Will , or Promiſe of 
God is now otherwiſe than it was of 
old; Whereof I ſhall ſpeak more by 
and by. The word of God gots a- 
long in all this Diſcourſe , atid is ſer 
forth as the only cauſe of the Deluge of 
old , and the Conflagration to come. 
Which follows in the ſeventh verſe, 
But the Heavens and the Earth which are 
mow, by the ſame Word are kept in ſtore 
3 (by no diſpoſition , nor any natural 
* caule preparing them for it) reſerved 
unto Fire againſt the day of Judgment and 
perdition of ungodly Men. For their 
fakes this Judgment is to be then 
brought upon the Heavens as well as 
the Earth ; And ſo there will be a total 
end of this World : and then will 
follow, as it is v. 13. ( according to 
Gods promiſe) new Heavens and 
| anew Earth ; whether literally or 
; 2 hou. 
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(16) 
will afſuredly conſume them. This 
ſeventh Verſe is a conſequence inferred 
from the firſt and ſixth Verſes, which 
were the Antecedent : and the fifth 
Verſe is ſo far from being Superfluous 
or Redundant, as our Theoriſt would 
have it, that from thence the Apoſtle 
takes the Riſe of his Argument, and 
begins, That by the word of God the Hea- 
wens were of old, and the Earth ſtanding 
out of the Water and in the Water. Where- 
by (that is, by which Waters) the 
World ( of the ungodly ) that then was, 
being overflowed with Water, periſhed. 
The Earth ſtanding our of the Water 
and by the Water, thoſe Waters com- 
manded by the word of God overflow- 
ed the Earch with the ungodly. The 
Waters which were betore miracu- 
louſly reſtrained by the Word of God, 
beingnow ler looſe by the ſame Word 


| overflowed the world,and would do {o 


again,werethey not reſtrain'd : for there 
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the ſame diſpoſition, or rather ſituati- 

on of the Earth now, as was of old : 
but the Word , Will , or Promiſe of 
God is now otherwiſe than it was of 
old; Whereof I ſhall ſpeak more by 
and by. The word of God gots a- 
long in all this Diſcourſe , and is ſer 
forth as the only cauſe of the Deluge of 

old , and the Conflagration to come. 
Which follows in the ſeventh verſe, 

* But the Heavens and the Earth which are 
3 mow, by the ſame Word are kept in ſtore 
"3 (by no diſpoſition , nor any natural 
3 cauſe preparing them for it) reſerved 
3 wnto Fire againſt the day of Judzment and 
2 perdition of ungodly Men. For their 
fakes this Judgment is to be then 
| brovght uport the Heavens as well as 
the Earth ; And ſo there will be a total 
| end of this World : and then will 
follow, as it is v. 13. ( according to 
Gods promiſe) new Heavens and 
a new Earth ; whether literally or 

: C hou. 
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(18) 
figuratively this Epiſtle doth not de- 


clare. Let this Theoriſkt with his 
ſtrange Confidence declare what he 
pleaſes, I am ready to declare my Ip- 
norance herein. But theſe Scoffers , 
as they were wen: 2 ignorant and 
forgetful how the Deluge came upon 
the Old World : So now they are 
willingly heedleſs and will not believe 
that this Conflagration will aſluredly 
deſtroy them. No man can diſcover 
more from theſe words of St. Peter , 
unleſs his head be ſo filled with this 
mans "Theory , that neither {lceping 


nor waking he thinks of any thing 
elſe. 


VIE. I faid a little before that in the # 
Flood, The Animate World was de- k 
ſtroyed : But our Theoriſt will needs | 
have it that the Natural World, as he 
talls it ( that is, the Body and Frame * 
of the Earth) was alſo deſtroyed by * 


this 


(19) 
this Flood : And for the ground of 
this his aſſertion, he delires us to take 
notice that St. Peter inthe former Chap- 
ter, ſpeaking of the Flood, faith, thas 
it was brought upon the World of 
the ungodly ; | bur does not men- 
tion the ungodly here. I pray you 
what need was there to mention it 
here , having in the former Chapter 
declared particularly what he meant by 
the World, the World of the ungodly 


deſtroyed by the Flood. And lo here 
he ſaith O' wn Keowes viurt rg murAvads 


«TWazm, in the Singular number , the 
World periſhed ; not the Heavens and 
the Earth periſhed in the Plural num- 
ber : But after he had mentioned the 
Heavens and the Earth, had he meant 
+ their periſhing, there had been no need. 
2 .at all to add Koopues, bur ſhould have 
$ ſaid, they periſhed. Ir had been very 
2 ſuperfluous or redundant to repeat the 
7 fame again which he expreſt immedi- 
F C 2 ately 
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ately before by «par: © w: and there- 
fore the Apoſtle muſt needs mean 
ſomewhat more by Keowos, the World 
of the ungodly ; and moreover adds 
O Tor Keouer, the World of the ungod- 
ly that then was in being, or then liv- 
ed , that World periſhed. And far- 
ther, to ſhew you that he here meant 
the World of the ungodly , he ends 
the following verle £ls njtpay x PL04ws C 
aTWALLXS Twy &oe[3wy Ev pwrrwy- The Wor Id 
which periſhed in the former verle, 
in the next verſe 1s reſerved unto judg- 


ment and perdition of ungodly men. 
aTwAtTo and dATWAEIRS 


VII. Bur if there were any doubt, | 
the buſineſs would be cleared by took- | 
ing into Gen. 6. 5. where Moſes cells us, þ 
God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was | 
great inthe Earth, and that every imagt- | 
nation of the thouzhts of hus Heart was | 
only evil continually. v.'7. And the Lord © 


ſaid | 
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(21) 
ſaid I will deſtroy man, whom T have cre- 
ated, from the face of the earth, both 
man and beaſt and the creeping things, 
and the fowls of the air. Here God 
plainly declares what he will deſtroy, 
viz, Man and Bealt : not a word men- 
tioning the Earth, or Frame of it, to 
be deſtroyed. And therefore we may 
well conclude, that the addition of 


the Earth it ſelf , is this mans inventi- 


on only, no intention of Gods. And 
again v. 17. And behold, 1, cen T, do 
bring a flood of waters upon the earth to 
deſtroy all fleſh, wherem 1s the breath of 
life, from under heaven; and every 
thing that is m the earth ſhall die. Here 
likewiſe is no mention of deſtroying 
the Earth, or Frame of jt ; but all Fleſh 


| ſhall Die: nor is any thing elſe men- 


tioned in the Chapter following , 
where he plainly deſcribes the Flood, 
and what was deſtroyed by it. Where- 
fore we may well conclude that Sr. 
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(22) 
Peter intended no more than the World 
of the ungodly , which he himſelf 
mentioned 1n the ſecond Chapter upon 
the ſame Subject, and repeats the ſame 
in the third Chapter. 


IX. But he objets, Thar the 
ground that theſe Scoffers went upon 
was taken from the ' Natural World, 
its conſtancy and permanency in the 
ſame {tate from the beginning : there- 
fore if the Apoſtleanſwers ad idem, and 
takes away their Argument, he muſt 
underſtand and {hew that the Natural 
World hath periſhed and been changed. 
The firſt part of his Argumehit I granc 
is true, That the ground theſe Scoffers 
went upon was taken from the Na- 
wral World, its conſtancy and per-+.. 
manency in the ſame ſtare from the 
beginning : yet I deny the ſecond part, 
Thar if the Apoſtle anſwers ad idem,and | 
rakes away their Argument , he muſt * 
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(23) 
\ underſtand and ſhew that the Natural 
: World hath periſhed and been changed. 
For I ſhall take away their Argument 
/, without any change in the former 
World, and Anſwer more ad dem 
than he doth. For notwithſtanding 
all things continued as they did; yer 
by the Word of God a Flood came 
upon the old World : And ſo, tho 
2 all things continue now as they did 
; from the beginning, a Fiery deſtructi- 
2; on ſhall come upon them. For, as [ 
2 ſaid, inall this Argument of the A- 
: rs Word of God is declared to 
2 be the Cauſe of all. By the Word of 
- God the Heavens and the Earth were 
of old. By the Word of God a Deluge 
 . Came upon the World of the ungodly. 
4: And fo, by the Word of God a Fiery 
 & deſtrudtion ſhall come upon them , 
notwithſtanding the Heavens and the 
Earth and all things continue as they 


O 


C 4 did. 


(24) 
did. This was the Scoffers Argument, 


and S, Peter thus confutes it. 


X. Secondly, our Theoriſt argues 
that theſe Scoffers could not be jgno- 
rant of the Deluge; and therefore it 
was the change in the old World that 
they were ignorant of, This man |! 
will not attend to what St. Peter ſaith, 7 
when it does not ſerve his turn, no \? 
more than thoſe Scoffers did attend © 


__ unto the old Teſtament : for St. Peter *: 


tells them, that tho they had the old 
Teſtament read frequently unto them, i# 
yer they were willingly ignorant, that 
1s, wilfully, and would not attend # 
unto it. But ſuch a change, as this F 
man would have in the old World, F 
they were wholly (not wiltully ) ig- Þ 
norant of, and could not underſtand | 
from Moſes any ſuch change; for 
Moſes hath not a word of it. And | 
therefore this is a plain Argumear that 

there © 
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(25) 
there was no change at all in the old 
World, But they were willingly ig- 
norant of that which they might have 
plainly learnt from Moſes , both the 
Creation and the Deluge. 


XI. Thardly, he ſaith St. Peter takes 
his Argument from the Conflagration, 
which was a real deſtruction of the 
World ; and from thence muſt infer 
the deſtruction of the old World. I 
lay St. Peter doth not take his Argu- 


ment from the deſtruction of the Hea- 


vens and Earth by the Conflagration ; 
for then the Heavens muſt have been 
deſtroyed in the old World, as well 
as the Earth : I ſay the Heavens; not 
the Firmament or the Air altered, but 


- the whole Heavens all quite conſumed 


by Fire. Bur St. Peter takes his Ar- 
gument all along from the Word of 


God, as I ſaid betore, That as by the 
Word of God the Deluge came un- 


expected ; 


(26, 


expected ; ſo by the ſame Word the 
Conflagration ſhall come unexpeCt- 
ed. 


XII. His fourth Argument is the 
redundancy of the Apoſtles diſcourſe 
making the fifch verle wholly ſuper- 
fluous. But there is no redundancy 
in it, if you take the Argument, as [ 
lay it, from Gods Word And that 
he ſaith, I make the Apoſtle Tautolo- 
gical, if he mean in this Chapter the 


oned it in the former Chapter. To 
this I ſay, that it were more Tauto- 


logical, if he did uſe the ſame words | 
here : but he doth not exprels it here | 


at-large, having expreſt it in the for--| 
mer Chapter. And it he did uſe the | 


ſame expreſſion here, as he did in the 
former Chapter ; Have we not very 
many repetitions of things in Scrip- 
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(27) 


cure mentioned in a former Chapter : 
and in . the ſame Chapter alſo 2? 


XIII. His fifth Argument is much 
the fame with the third , comparing 
the whole deſtruction of the Heavens 
and the Earth with the deſtruction of 
the Heavens and the Earth in the 
former World. To this I anſwer, as 
I did there, that if he will needs 
compare both , then the Heavens as 
well as the Earth mult be deſtroyed in 
the former : for you ſee he ſpeaks in 
the Plural number ( as I ſaid before ) 
the Heavens : not the Firmament or 
Region of the Air, as our Theoriſt 
would have it, but the Superior Hea- 
vens, that of old at the Creation were 
made by the Word of God ; which 
certainly are the ſame now, as they 
were art the beginning, and did not 
periſh : Neither did S. Peter mean 
this periſhing of the Earth or q* 

ut 


; (28) 


but after he hath named the Heavens 
and the Earth; he doth not fay, they | 
periſh'd, but the World, that is, the | 
World of the ungodly mentioned in | 
the former Chapter, Nor can it be 
properly ſaid that the Earth "ay, if | 


it were broken, and the faſhion of it 
changed, as our Theoriſt would have 
it, We do not ſay, if a man hath 
broken his Legs or Arms. by a fall, 
that he periſh'd ; but when _he dies 
and all his Body periſhes. Perifhing 
implies a total deſtruction. Burt of | 
the World of the ungodly it was pro- | 
perly ſaid, they periſhed, being wholly | 
deſtroyed. And the main , buſineſs | 
of St. Peter was , to Preach periſhing | 
and deſtruction to theſe Scoffirs - Ind 
for their ſakes, and ſuch-like Sinners, 
the Heavens and the Earth ſhall be 


conſumed rogether with them. 


XIV. If 
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(29) 
XIV. I know St. 4uſtin and ſome 
others have applied theſe words of Sr. 
 Orter to the p _ the Firma- 
ment, or Reo of the Air ( yet very 
few in compariſon of. thoſe that have 
thought otherwiſe ) but I wifh 
him to obſerve a Rule that St. Auſtin 
gives of diſtinction between the Scrip- 

cure and other mens Writings ( as well - 
as a Rule he ſhews us) #t quantalibet 
ſanfttate , doftrinaqg; prepolleant , non 
ideo verum putem, quia ipſt ita ſenſerint, 
{ ſed quia, &c. That how holy or learned 
{ ſoever Men are, 1 do not therefore believe 
” it to be true, becauſe they ſay ſo ; but as 
© far as they bring Scripture for it, or ſome 
© very probable reaſom. And I am ure 
the words themlelves in Scripture are 
the Heavens in the Plural, and not the 
Firmament in the Singular : and there- 
fore we may more {ſurely adhere to 
them, than to the words of ſome few 

Men: And yer they allow no ſuch 
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(30) 
periſhing of the Earth or Air, as our 
Theorift would have, but ſome ſmall 
alteration. It was they World, of the 
ungodly, the Animate World, that 


wholly periſh'd. .. 


XV. I think it fit to anſwer here 
an Argument that our Theoriſt ſeems 
mightily to boaſt of, the Rainbow , 
which he affirms never appeared in 
the World till after the Flood; and 
fromthence would prove an alteration | 
in the Airy Region. Whar tho it do | 
prove an alteration , yet it proves no 
periſhing, which St. Peter afhrms of 
the old World, that it periſh'd. And 


| how doth he prove this alteration 2_ 


He affirms it, tis true, but PO it not 
by any other Argument, bur that God 


Noah of his promiſe that the World 
ſhould never be deftroyed by Water 
again, No doubt a molt clear proof. 

] 


(31) 


{ would fain ask this Theorift whe- 


ther a Man of years being Baptized 
doth not take the ſign of waſhing in 
that Sacrament for an aſſurance of his 
regeneration and forgiveneſs of his Sins, 
tho perchance he hath been often waſh- 
ed before, And thus, tho Rainbows 
had often appeared before the Flood ; 
yet God might afterwards - gn it 
for a ſign unto Noah, to affure him 
that he would never deſtroy the 
World again by Water. And fo you 
ſee what | It of this Mans con- 
vincing Argument he much boaſts of. 
Bur to return to St, Peter. 


XVI. Having thus expounded his 
words, and ſhewed ( as I humbly 
conceive ) that our Theoriſt hath little, 
or no ground for his vain fiction , 1 
ſhall be bold to tell him further, that 
ic 15 very impertinent to talk to the 
Apoſtles of an Antitheſis and Apodoſis 
Tau. 
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Tautologies or Redundancies , and 
ſuch-like terms of Rhetorick,or Gram- 
mar-Rules, fitter for School-boys to 
learn, than for them, whom our Sa- 


viour choſe, as unlearned and poor 
Fiſher-men , to Preach his Goſpel to 
the Learned and Wile men of this 
World; and by the Fooliſhneſs of | 
Preaching ( as St. Paul calls it) thar is, 
by plain and ſimple Preaching, which 
the World calls Fooliſhnels, to con- 
 foundall their Learning and Wiſdom : 
for the Apoſtles oblerved no ſuch 
curious method, and exa&Etneſs of diſ- | 
courſe ; bur in their ogrcs or Pro- ® 


pheſying , out of Zeal, ſpake ſome- | 


times very abruptly and incoherently; | 
{omerimesrelating to one marter, ſome- |# 
times to another, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 


XVII. And now. I ſhall prove | 
from thele very words of St. Peter 


the 


the clean contrary to what he affirms, 2 
viz, His Antediluvian Earth withour q 
any Sea, For St. Peter here in plain 
words affirms, that the Earth, before | 'Þ 
the Deluge, ſtood part out of the water, 
and part in the water. Thele are his s 
plain words, without any ſuch long Þ 
Comment, as he hath brought upon C 
them. Bur he objects , hat this our 
Engliſh Tranſlation doth not accord 

ws. the original Greek , which doth 

exprels it otherwiſe, ſaying, The earth 

ſtanding Out of the water and By the 

water, not In the water. However 

theſe words of St. Peter expreſs two 

diſtin&t ſituations of the Earth, Out of : 
the water, and By the water. Let our 
Theoriſt tell me what thoſe two di- 

ſtin&t- ſituations are, out and by, and 

I will preſently ſhew him how that : 
they cannot agree with his new-found | 
Earth, where the Waters were all in 
one manner ſituated within the Earth, 
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| (34) : 
and none at all without. But I ſhall 
now ſhew him from Gen. 1. (which 
theſe words have a relation to) that 
the words of St. Peter agree very well 
with the expoſition of our Engliſh 
Tranſlators, Out of the water , and in 
the water : for, Gen. 1. 9, 10. it is 
faid, God gathered the waters together 
unto one place and made the dry land 
appear. And God called the dry land 
earth, and the gathering together of the 
waters called he Seas. Here you lee 
the Earth out of the Waters in one 
place. And [I pray you let our Theo- 
rſt. tzll us where the other part of 
the Earth was; Was it not in the 
Waters? for the Waters covered it. 
It may be faid allo it was by or near 


the Waters, as St. Peter hath it : bur 


yet more properly in the Waters. 
And the Author of this Epiſtle ( who- 
ever he was ) muſt needs intend the 
lame. { if he intend aright ) whether 
| he 
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(35) 
he call it in or by, both muſt ſignifi 
the ſame thing. And therefore his 
wa ar our Engliſh Tranſlation 


1s very frivolous and captious without 
ground. And thus St. Peter and his 
Philoſophy , as he terms it , plainly 
contradicts him , and is a pregnant 
place uttered by Providence ( if I may 
lay ſo ) to confute his new invention. 
And Moſes in' his Philoſophy plainly 
contradicts him allo. Whereby it 1s 
evident that the Antediluvian Earth and 
the preſent Earth are one and the ſame: 
for that had a Sea covering the Earth, 
as this hath. Neither Moſes, nor Sr. 
Peter make any fuch Philotopincal 
diſtinftion, as he would prove trom 
them, bur clean contrary. 


 XVIIE. And that this preſent Earth 
is as {ubject to a Deluge,as the former, 
1s evident by that paſſage in Gen. 9. 8. 


where God promiſed ro Noah , that 
D 2 he 
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he would never deſtroy this World a- 
gain by Water; and confirmed the 
lame alſo by a Sign : All which had 
been very ſuperfluous and vain, if 
the preſent Earth were ſo ſhaped and 
faſhioned, as it could not by deſtroy- 
ed by Water. Noah might well have 
{miled at Gods aſſurance that it ſhould 
not be , when , faith this man, it 
could not be: there js not Water 
enough in- the whole Univerle (as he 
affirms) to cover it again. Wherefore, 
as by Gods promile a clear poſſibility 
1s implied, that it may be; ſo by 


Gods promile alſo we are aflured ,, 


that it {hall not be. Unto this Scrip-, 


rure you may add that formerly men- 


tioned, P/al. 104. 9. Thou haſt ſet a 
bound that they { the Waters) may not 


paſs over, and turn again to cover the 


Earth. And that moſt remarkable 
pallage, Jer. 5. 22. Fear ye not me ? 


faith the Lord: Will ye not tremble at 


my 
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my Preſence, which have placed the Sand 
for the Bound of the Sea by a perpetual 
Decree that it cannot paſs it ; and tho 
the Waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can 
they not prevail ; tho they roar, yet can they 
not paſs over it > Where God lo plain- 
ly expreflech a poſlibility of the Seas 
overflowing. the Earth again ; or elle 
we muſt make Gods threatening very 
vain. And that this Command of 
God for the reſtraining of the Sea 
was not given after the Flood (tho it 
continued then alſo ) but before the 
Flood, even at the very firſt Creation, 
appears, Prov. 8. 29. where it is laid, 
God gave to the Sea his Decree, that the 
waters ſhould not paſs his commandment, 
when be appointed the foundations of the 
earth, 1 ſhall ſpeak more of this 
pallage by and by, when I\come to 
enlarge more on this Chapter. 
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XIX. I have ſhewed you before 


how that St. Peter declares that both 


the Deluge was, and the Conflagrati- 
on will be by the Word of God, not 
from any Natural Cauſe. But our 
Theoriſt will needs aſcribe all unto 
Natural Cauſes, and the diſpoſition 
which was in the Earth and Heavens 
for the Flood. So likewiſe he will 
have a dilpolition and frame in them 
for the Conflagration. We ſhall be 
very glad to learn from our Theoriſt 
what that frame or diſpoſition 1s, 
wherein it conſiſts. At the Deluge he 
hath a rare knack of -invention , the 
Suns fo heating the Waters in the 
Bowels of the Earth, that juſt at fuch 
a nick of time the Waters and Va- 
pours from them boiled up and burſt 
the whole Frame of the Earth to pieces. 
But I would fain be fſatished concern- 
ing this Fiery deſtruction to come, and 


know how the Heavens and the Earth, 


they 


(39) 
they both being of ſo very differenc 
conſtitutions ſhould both take Fire at 
once. I know Gods Word hath ſaid 
they ſhall, and therefore I believe it. 
But how this ſhall come to pals, 
our curioſity deſires to know from 
his Philoſophy, which tells us ſo ex- 
atly how * Deluge came, and may, 
I hope, as exactly ſet forth the future 
Cllldeion , and tell us the Natu- 
ral Cauſes and Preparatory means to 
diſpoſe the Heavens and the Earth unto 
it : for I ſuppoſe he will ſtick to his 
own THe of having Natural Caules 
for all things, and will not allow 
God the liberty to uſe any extraor- 
dinary means, tho upon ſuch an ex- 
traordinary occaſion as the Deluge or 
Conflagration. Nature muſt act in 
all theſe , and his Philoſophy mult 
find out the means whereby ſhe acts, 
and will diſcover it unto us; and will 
allo ſhew us how it comes to pals 


D 4 - that 


a T5 + w "* T7 > > ” 
w_— a 12 EINE 4D op, 
> OS ar” * v8 
4 ms, E7 I % 


du; 7 w 4 ” Sv ” " LY | a” = 

ENS EXT CPE Jen, 

| | ow” 4 mr tf 3", Yn bg Mt = < Lg ".- c —Y.” 7s = 
- p \ Ao : £1 em, & w * bae- mY 


=> A hy 


OR 


(40) 
that in three thouſand years time and 
upwards ſince the Flood , we find no 
vitible change or diſpoſition in the 
Heavens or Earth to a Conflagration 
more now than formerly. If this be 
roo hard a task for him to. tell us of 
the future deſtruction of the whole 
World : yet, methinks, he ſhould be 
able to declare unto us that which is 
paſt, and ſhew us the Natural Cauſe 


of Sodom and Gomorrah's deſtruction ; 


how thaſe Cities came to fall on | 


Fire, and the reſt of the World elcape ; 
what diſpoſition there was in that 
parch of ground , or in the Heavens 
over it, to ſend down Fire upon 
them. on 


XX. I will trouble him no more 
with Queſtions of this Nature at pre- 
ſent. Bur yet I ſhall defire leave to 
ove him a "GR Admonition. This 


way of Philoſophiſing all from Na- 
\ tural 
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tural Cauſes, I fear , will make the 


whole World turn Scoffers , ſuch ' as 


# St. Peter mer with : for men ſuppoſing 
f and expecting the World to be con- 


ſumed by Natural Cauſes , as this 
man would have it, and ſeeing no 
vilible Cauſe or Alteration in the 
Heavens or Earth in three thouſand 
years ſpace, may conclude , that in 
three thouſand years to come there 
may be as little or no Change ; and 
lo may ask, as thoſe Scoffters did, 


Where is the promiſe of his coming ? for 


ſonce the Fathers fell aſleep , all thmgs 


have continued as they were from the be- 
gmning. To conclude this matter ; 


Let me adviſe him to truſt ro Gods 


Word only, that afſuredly there will 
be a Conflagration of the whole 
World, and lay afide his curious vain 
and endleſs Philoſophiling labour to 
hnd out the Natural Caules thereof. 
And thus I have taken a great deal 

ot 
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of pains more than I intended , to 
ſhew the lictle or no ground this 
main hath ſo much to boaſt this ſe- 
cond Epiſtle of St. Peter ; which firſt 
is doubtful , and ſecondly doth ſo 
little prove that which he would have, 
tho ſo frequently made uſe of in his 
Theory , as if he had proved his 
whole deſign from thence. Having 
thus diſpatch'd his principal Text, on 
which he ſo much depends, I ſhall 
now briefly examin ſome other Scrip- 


tures made uſe of in his Theory. 


XXI. Inthe ninetieth page of his 
firſt Book, he hath theſe words. 
« There. remains a remarkable dif- 
« courle in the Proverbs of Solomon , 
« relating to the Moſaical Abyls; and 
* not only to that, bur to the Origin 
* of the Earth in general : where 
* Wiſdom declares her Antiquity and 
« Preexiſtence to all the Works of 


« this | 


(43) 
« this Earth, chap. 8. 23. &c. I was 
ſet up from everlaſting , from the be- 
ginning , ere the earth was. When 
there were no deeps, or Abyſſes, T was 
brought forth ; when no fountains abound- 
ing with water. Then v. 27. When 
he prepared the heavens I was there ; 


when he ſet a compaſs upon the face of 
the Deep , or Abyls. When he eſtab- 


liſhed the Clouds above ; when he ftrength- 
ned the fountains of the fe Here 
« is mention made of the Abyſs, and 
« of the Fountains of the Abyls : 
« And who can queſtion bur that the 
« Fountains of the Abyls here are the 
« (ame with the Fountains of the 
« Abyſs which Moſes mentions, and 
« were broke open, as he tells us , 
<« atthe Deluge. Let us obſerve there- 
« fore what form Wildom gives to 
« this Abyls, and conſequently to the 
« Mofaical: and here ſeem to be rwo 
« expreſhons that derermine the form of 


I. 


(44) 
« jt, v. 28, He ſtrengthened the Fonn- 
« tains of the Abyſs, that is, the cover 
<« of thoſe Fountains : for the Foun- 
« tains could be ſtrengthened no other 
« way, than by making a ſtrong co- 
« yer or Arch over them. And that 
« Arch is exprelsd more fully and 
« diſtinctly in the foregoing verſe. 
« When he prepared the Fleavens I was 
« there, when he ſet a compaſs on the 
« Face of the Abyſs ; we render it Com- 
« paſs, the word ſignifies a Circle or 
« Circumference, or an Orb or Sphere. 
« So there was in the beginning of 
« the World a Sphere, Orb, or Arch 
« {et round about the Abyſs, according 
«to the Teſtmony of Wiſdom, who 
« was then preſent. Thus far our 
Theorift. And in this laſt part he 
faith very true, that in the beginning 
the form of the Abyſs was in a Circle 
or Circumference ; for it encompaſſed 
the Earth round about, Bur our 
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Theoriſt would have the Earth to en- 
compals the Abyſs round about , and 
the Abyſs included within the Earth : 
which is clean contrary to Moſes, Gen. 
t. 9. where God faid , Let the Waters 
under the Heavens be gathered together 
unto one place, and let the dry Land ap- 
pear. In which words you may obſerve 
ewo things : Firſt, that next unto the 
Firmament, or the Heaven, were pla- 
ced the Waters : for v. 7.it is ſaid, 
God made the Firmament and divided the 
Waters which were under the Firmament 
from the Waters which were above the 
" Firmament : So that the Firmament 
was in the middle of the Waters ; 
Water above and Water below it. 
But our Theoriſt in his new World 
makes the Earth to divide the Waters ; 
for all the Abyſs was encompalled by 
the Earth, clean contrary to Moſes. 
The ſecond thing I defire you to take 
notice of, is, that when the Waters 
| thus 
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thus encompaſſed the Earth, God ſaid, 
Let them be gathered together unto one 
place, and let the dry Land -- oh So 
that until this Command © 
gathering the Waters together unto one 
place, no dry Land appeared, bur all 
was covered with Water, But our 
Theoriſt , clean contrary , orders his 
matters ſo, that dry Land only appear- 
. edin a perfect Arch round abour the 
Waters, and no Warter at all appear- 
ed. And thus you ſee how rarely 
he hath interpreted this compals of the 
Abyſs mentioned here in the Proverbs. 
His following interpretation of ». 28. 
is as rare ; He ſtrengthened the Fountains 
of the Abyſs. That is, according to 
Wiſdom, he made them run with a 
ſtrong Current; or to abound with 
Water, asWiſdom expreſſeth it, v. 
24. 1 was brought forth when there were 
no Fountams aboundmg with Water. But 
our Theoriſt in his new Earth will 
have 
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have no Fountains at all abounding 
or flowing with Water, no Fountains 
at all; bur faith that the Fountains 
could be ſtrengthened no other way, 
than by making a ſtrong cover or Arch 
over them ; and that Arch was the 
whole Earth , which had not one 
Fountain in it abounding with Water. 
So that he makes the Fountains of the 
Abyſs to be only the Abyſs, withour 
any Fountains appearing; and the 
ſtrengthening of che Fountains of the 
Deep muſt be, ro make no Fountains 
at all of the Deep. You lee now 
-how little this place of the Proverbs 
is to his purpoſe, but rather quite 
contrary to his new Spherical' Earth ; 
where he would have neither Moun- 
tains, Hills, nor. Sea : whereas in this 
Chapter v. 25. there are both Moun- | 
tins and Hills plainly declared , Wi/- 
dom ſaying , Before the Mountams were 


ſettled, before the Hills was I brought 
forth. 


\ 
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forth. And again v. 29. when I gave 
to the Sea his Decree, that the Waters 
ſhould net paſs his Commandment : when 
he appointed the Foundation of the Earth. 
Here you ſee Mountains , Hills and a 
Sea confined to its bounds at the very 
beginning of the World , when the 
Foundations of the Earth were farſt 
ſettled. All which is, as he faies, a 
remarkable paſlage indeed, to confute 
his new-found World; far from con- 


firming 1t. 


XXII. There is another Scripture 
alſo which our Theoriſt makes uſe 
of to prove that the Earth was above, 
and the Waters all contained in it, and 
brings for this, P/al. 24. 1. The earth 
is the Lords and the fulneſs thereof, the 
world and they that dwell therem. v. 2. 
For be hath founded it upon the ſeas, and 
eftabliſhed it upon the floods, So our 
Trantlation hath it, «pon the Seas. 

Bur 
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But the Word in the Original is A, 
which ſignifies as well ear or by , as 
pon ; as you will find it, P/al. 1. 3, 
where it 1s ſaid of the Righteous , he 


ſhall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 


water. Here the ſame word, Al, is put 
for by or near the Rivers of Water , 
which P/al. 2 4. is tranſlated upon. And 
thus it 1s interpreted by ſeveral Au- 
thors , He hath founded it , juxta, by 
the ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it by the floods. 
But perchance our Tranſlators might 
have regard to another thing in this 
expreſſion , upon the Seas: becauſe 
the Earth hath very great hollows and 
Caverns in it full of Water from the 
Sea 3 over Which the Earth doth ſtand, 
and ſo may be ſaid to be founded 
upon the Seas , the Waters of the Sea 
paſſing under the Earth , and runing 
through it to the tops of the Moun- 
rains; and there ſpringing forth with 


great Fountains run down the Valleys, 
"= as 
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as it is expreſt, P/al. 104. 8. where it 
is ſaid of the-Waters, they go up by the 
mountains: they go down by the valleys 
unto the place which thou haſt founded for 
them. And fo, Pal. 33. 7. 'tis ſaid, 
He layeth up the depth in ftore-houſes : 1n 
thoſe great hollows under the Earth , 
from whence Fountains ariſe to wa- 
ter it all over. And in theſe Store- 
houſes alſo he reſerved Waters to over- 
flow the whole Earth at the Deluge, 
when the Fountains of this great Deep 
were broke open, and made to run 
in that exceſſive manner, as together 
with the forty daies Rain, cauled an 
univerſal Deluge. 


XXII. Another place he makes ule 
_ of is P/al. 136. 4. where David ſpeak- 

ing of the Wonders of God, faith , 
To him who alone doth great Wonders : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. And then 


V. 6. To him that ſtretcheth out the earth 
E above 


(51) | 
above the waters, This Dartid recounts 
as a great wonder : forthe Waters by 
their natural firuation ſhould be above 
the Earth , and were lo at the firſt 
Creation , the Abyſs or great deep 
encompaſſing the Earch round : But 
God gathered all the Waters together 
and made the dry Land appear : and 
in many parts of the Land there are 
by the Sea-Shore great Rocks and 
Mountains placed, which ſeem to us 
to ſtand much above the Sea : and 
therefore 'tis ſaid, To him that ſtretch- 
eth out the Earth above the Waters. But 
for this and other Poerical expreſſions 
in the Pſalms or Job, or ſuch like Po- 
etical Sacred Authors, I may lay in 
general as he doth pag. 87. at the 
lower end, © Thar they (ſeldom are ſo 
« determinate and diſtin&t , but that 
« they may be interprered more than 
« one way. Wherefore | delire the Rea- 
der when he meets with ſome fuch 
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expreſſions to remember what our 
Theoriſt himſelf confeſſeth, and to 
take the pains to conſult ſome other 
Interpreters, and then he will find the 
truth of what is here acknowledged. 
Theſe are the moſt material Scrip- 
tures he depends upon, which I have 
- mentioned ; and therefore I will now 
pals to diſcourſe of his Theory more 
particularly. 
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SECTION IL 


CONTAINS 


The Narration of the Delu ge. 
L { Ods providential Care of ,and 
Favour to Man 1s very won- 


derful,that he ſhould make poor man, 
who 1s not able to create or produce and 
give life to the meaneſt creatures, abſo- 
lute Lord over them all:and not only for 
his neceſſity, but for his entertainment 
alſo and pleaſureto diſpoſe of the life of 
the nobleſt and beſt of Creatures at his 
will and command: And beſides all this 
great power and authority given him in 
this World, hath prepared tor him a life 
of eternal happineſs in the World to 
come in the prelence and full injoyment 
of this his great benefactor. Yer ungrate- 
ful man ſo degenerated, as ſoon to for- 
get his maker and manifold benefits;and 
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at lenoth all fleſh had ſo corrupted 


his way, that the Juſtice of God re- 


ſolved ro deſtroy them all by an. 


univerſal Deluge, faving only Noah 
and his Poiterity , who had found 
fvour with God' by his more righte- 
ous Life ; And from him began a new 
and righteous Generation : bur in pro- 
_ cels of time they alſo degenerated as 
far in all forts of wickedneſs. Yet 
God having promiſed unto Noah ne- 


ver to deſtroy mankind again by ano- 


ther Flood, mide good his Word 
and choſe umo hinfelt righteous Abra- 
ham and his Wife, and from their Son 
and ſucceeding Generation to {ever 
from the reſt of the wicked World a 
peculiar People that might ſerve him 
aright four hundred years together in 
the Land of A#zypt: and when he 
brought chem our from thence into 
the Land of Canaan with other adja- 
cent Countries , which they were to 
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"rhe and multiply in, he gave them 
everal Laws , and Ordinances very 
different from the reſt of the Warld ; 
and Moſes their chief Captain and Lea- 
der, inſpired by God, wrote them 
all down in five Books ; beginning ar 
the very Creation of the World, and 
punctually declaring the manner, the 
time, and all other circumſtances, how 
and when every thing was Created , 
and how Man was made Lord of all. 
He ſets down likewiſe the ſeveral 
Generations of men until the Deluge ; 
, and as punctually declares how the 
Flood came upon the whole World, 
and how God preſerved Nob and his 
Sons in an Ark, the manner and form 
of which he exactly ſets forth ; and 
how God pas: Noah to take 
into the {ame Ark ſome of all the forts 
of Creatures upon Earth to pre- 
ſerve them from perijhing : And fo 
goes On to deſcribe how the Flood 
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came upon all the reſt of the World, 
and the Waters encreaſed by degrees , 
til} at length they lifted up the Ark 
from the Earth; and by the Waters 
ſtill encreaſing, it was born up fifteen 
Cubits above the tops of the higheſt 
Mountains; and how it decreaſed 
likewiſe and the Earth became habi- 
table again: and ſo continues his re- 
Jation of all the Poſterity of Noah 
till he comes to Abraham and his Gene- 
ration ; unta whom at their coming 
out of Egypt God gave by this Moſes 
Laws and Ordinances, as I ſaid before ; 
which was his, peculiar favour to the 
People of Iſrael, As for the reſt of 
the World, God ſuffered all Nations 
to walk iri their own waies. Never- 
theleſs he left not bimſelf without witneſs, 
wm that he did good and gave them Ram 
from Heaven and fruitful Seaſons , fill- 
ing their hearts with food and gladneſs, as 
it 15, Acts 14. 16, 17, Andhe allo 
| wrote 
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wrote a Law in their Hearts, a Law 
of gratitude unto his infinite goodneſs 
for all theſe benefits, That they ſhould 
ſeek the Lord, if happily they might feel 
after bim and find him, as it is, Afts 17. 
27. And he wrote a Law likewiſe 
in their hearts for their demeanour and 
converſation one with another : What- 
ſoever you would that men ſhould do unto 
you, even ſo do unto them. And as their 
knowledge was bur little, fo God re- 
quired lirtle at their hands; only to 
obſerve theſe Laws written in their 
hearts. And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at, as it is v. 30. And thus 
both Jews and Gentiles continued un- 
til the fulneſs of time was come that God 
ſent forth bis Son into the World, a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory 
of his People Iſrael, Then this his 
Erernal Son manifeſted the glory of 
the Father both to Jews and Gentiles, 
and ſent Apoſtles abroad into all the 

World 
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MES Preach the fame : who kept 
nothing back that was profitable unto 
them, but declared all the counſel of 
God, as it is, Afts Lo. 20, and 27, 


Who can now doubr, but that the 
Son of Righteouſneſs hath ſo enlight- 
ned all the World by himſelf and 
his bleſſed Apoſtles, and taught us all 


chings, not only things neceflary to our 
Salvation, but al! knowledge required 
to perfection? Certainly then no man 
can think that the infinite goodneſs of 
God, who hath thus enlightened us 
with all knowledge to perfeCtion , 
{ſhould leave his People unto this day 
ignorant 1n the firſt Principles of Re- 
ligion, even the very. Creation of the 
World, and of man with all other 
Creatures ; of the Univerſal Deluge , 
and Noah's preſervation in that Deluge, 
and {uchlike rudiments, which our 
Children learn in their Minority. 


II. What 
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II. What then ſhall we ſay to the 
man that after ſeveral chouſand years, 
now in the end of the World, ſteps 
forth, as a new lighr come into it, ro 
ſhew us how that the whole World 
has been miſtaken unto this day in 
the true knowledg of the Creation, 
Deluge ec. and pretends to deliver to 


us 2 new and ſtrange interpretation of 


es which neither we, nor our 
Fathers before us, ever heard of ; and 
by his Philoſophy would not only 
confute all other Philoſophers before 
him, but alſo Chriſtians in their Di- 
vinity ; and would make it as plain 
unto them as the Sun at Noonday, 
that they have not yet had a right un- 
Geſtanding of thele things : And tho 
David faith , The heavens declare the 
glory of God,and the firmament ſheweth his 
= AB he ad be oy as 
co tell David, that neither theſe Hea- 
yens, nor this Earth are the ſame 
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which they were at the Creation and 
ſo continued till the Deluge , bur 
quite another thing : and therefore 
neither theſe Heavens nor this Earth 
can declare unto us the glory of God 
or his Handy-work ; for this preſent 
Earth is a ſtrange miſhapen thing , 
full of broken Rocks and Mountains, 
Hills and Valleys, Lakes and Seas ; 
the ruines only of a former Earth 
which carried a ſmooth ſpherical form, 
a beautiful and rich Soil delicately 
adorned with Fruitful Trees and plea- 
fant Flowers, without Seas or Lakes ; 
and, in a word , all over a very Pa- 
radiſe : The Heavens alſo were then 
of a temperate Serene Air, no Storms 
or Tempelts, no Scorching or Freez- 
ing Weather , but pleaſant Seaſons 
throughout the year, fit to breed and 
nourith all things ; which now, clean 
contrary,is filled with boiſtrous Winds, 


\ j 
Storms and Hurricanes , Heats and 
Colds, 
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Colds , diſtempered and infe&iou 
Airs: ſo that men are now cut off 
in the beginning or midſt of their 
daies : 'Or F; they fulfil the whole num- 
ber of them, it doth not amount to 
half a quarter of their former longevi- 
ty. This he undertakes to ſer Hoch 
to us in a Book entituled, the Theo- 
ry of the Earth. Which I ſhall now 
examine , and pak ſome brief Ani- 
madverſions upon it. 


HI. The whole Diſcourſe of this 
mans Theory ariſeth from the great 
diſflatisfaction he had in two things : 
the firſt was concerning the common 
belief we have of the Deluge, that 
the Earth was wholly overflowed 
and quite encompaſſed with ſo much 
Water all at once, as to extend to 
the tops of the higheſt Mountains , 
and fifteen Cubits over; fo: ſo we 
underſtand Moſes's deſcription of it : 

This 


(62) 


This ſeems to him a thing not -intel- 
ligible, and conſequently not credible, 
as we ſhall ſee hereafter. The ſecond 
thing that troubles him is the miſhap- 
en form of our prelent Earth , as Fe 
thinks, not becoming the Omanipotent 
Power of God, who Created all 
things, and after every Work athrm- 
ed, that it was good ; which no man 
can ſay of this imperfe&t World : 
for it hath ſcarce any thing in. it of 


. . O 
form or order, bur lies like a confu- 


{ed Maſs of Ruins. But tho the Cre- 
ation was the firſt thing in order, yet 
in his Book he puts it in the ſecond 
place, and begins with the Deluge, 
as moſt to his purpoſe ; ſhewing the 
1impoſlibility of it, according to his 
Scheme of Philolophy : for by that 
we are to rule our thoughts and 
words in all things appertaining to 
the Natural World, as he calls it. 
Bur the plain truth is, both [= 

difh- 
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difficulties are bur pretended to bring 
in his new deviſed fancy of making 
another World , very different from 
that which Moſes deſcribes in the Cre- 
ation : This is his beloved Darling, 
which he would gladly compel us to 
receive, by ſhewing us firſt the im- 
_ poſſibility of ſuch a Deluge in this 
World, as now it appears: And 
from thence he introduces a World of 
his own framing, and ſhews thereby 
his admirable Wit and Parts, as he 
conceives , in its compoſure : which 
we {hall ſee when we come to it. Ar 
preſent we will follow his method, 
and begin with the Deluge ; the com- 


mon opinion whereof he rejects, be- 


cauſe it is not Intelligible. 


IV. Helays down this Rule, © That 
«in all things appertaining to this 
« Natural World , which confift of 
« matter and form, we muſt __ al- 

«© low 
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«low of any thing that is not agree- 
« able to the ordinary courle of nature; 
« which he ſuppoſes may be conceived 
< in a rational way. As for example, 
«' That two material bodies cannot 
« penetrate the one into the other : 
« this 1s againft the Principles of his 
« Philolophy. And . therefore we 
« ought not to allow that the Bleſſed 
* Virgin continued a Virgin in bring- 
< ;np; forth our Saviour into the World. 
« And that Accidents cannot ſubſiſt 
« without a Subject to ſupport them : 
<this alſo is unintelligible; and there- 
« fore we allow not the Popiſh Tran- 
« (ubſtantiation. So likewiſe we re- 
« ject their Purgatory , becaule it is 
< unintelligible how the Soul ſeparat- 
« ed from the Body,being a pure Spiri- 
« tual Subſtance, can ſuffer = materi- 
« al Fire; and ſuchlike their Tenets. 
Yet. we believe the firſt, that the Blef- 
ſed Virgin continued a Virgin #2 _ s 

at 
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that is, in bringing forth our Saviour, 
as well as in conceiving him, becauſe 
we have a ſufficient ground for this in 
Scripture, both in the Prophet T/aiah, 
and in the Golpel. A YVirem fhall 
concerve and bear a Son. Her Virgi- 
nity '1s jointly affirmed both of her 
conceiving and bearing : And there- 
fore all. the Chriſtian Church have 
ever affirmed it, and ſay ( according 
to the Creed called the Apoltle's) born 
of the Virgin Mary. But we find no 
compelling Scripture ro make us be- 
lieve the Popiſh Tenets we mention- 
ed. If the Papiſts could {hew us as 
n2/ in Scripture their "Tranſub- 
antiation, as we can that the Vitgin 

both conceived and bare a Son, we 
ſhould as readily believe the one as the 
other. Wherefore our Rule of Beliek is 
the Scripture ; and whatſoever is plain- 
ly declared there, we preſently fubmir 
unto , whether the manner of it. be 

DR - intel- 
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intelligible or not intelligible ; whe- 
ther it relate to the material World or 
the Spiritual World : for I know no 
reaſon why we ſhould make thar 
diſtinction of Material and Spiritual, 
if Gods Word plainly declares it : 
for by reaſon we are more aſſured 
that Gods Word muſt be Truth, than 
that any material thing can be, or 
can not be ſo. Who doth underſtand 
the Union of Mans Material Body 
with his Spiritual part the Soul 2 
Where the faculties of the Soul are 
lodged, his Underſtanding, Will, and 
Memory ? and how they are diſtm- 
guiſhed 2 How material accidents of 
the Body work upon the Soul and 
diſorder ſometimes the underſtanding, 
ſometimes the memory 2 Nay in 
things wholly material : - How 
little doth man underſtand , or can 
give a realon why a dry yellow Seed 
of Wheat ſhould ſpring up in a green 
| moilt 
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moiſt Blade, and that grow into an 
Far, and become Whear again ? Or 
Who doth underſtand the various floyy- 
ings and ebbings of the Sea ? Theſe 
are things our very Senſes tell us are 
{o : yerour Reaſon doth not at all un- 
derſtand how they came to be (ſo. 
Shall man then, who underſtands not 
himſelf, nor the mean\works of God, 
by his ſhallow weak Reaſon examine 
and determine the great and wonder- 


ful Works of God : God forbid. 


V. But this man perchance will 
ſay that he hath found out an expli- 
cation of Scripture in this vuſineſ? of 
the Deluge, which never was. found 

before ; and ſuch as may accord as well 
with Moſes's relation, as that we com- 
monly receive. To this I anſwer, 
If his way of interpreting the Scrip- 
ture be extravagant, Romantick and 
ridiculous in it elf, not any thing be- 

F-2 coming 
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coming the gravity of Scripture ; and 
allo pur a ſenſe extreamly breed and 
even contrary to the words, as they 
have been underſtood by the whole 


World hitherto, we have reaſon to re- 


ject it. And now let any knowing 


ſerious Perſon (not light and giddy 
Perlons, who are pleaſed with any 
novelty) confider and weigh the Argu- 
ments he brings, and the Anſwers 
herein contained , and then let him 
judg of the whole matter : wherein 


we will now proceed. 


VI. His firſt Chapter is only by way 
of Introduction to bring in the relt. 
And in his ſecond Chapter he endea- 
vours to ſhew us the vaſt quantity of 
Water which is requiſite to make ſuch | 
a Deluge: and, according to his 
computation, makes up a ſum of eight * 
Oceans, that is, eight times as much 
Water as all the Seas in the World * 


CON- 
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- contain. You muſt ſuppoſe this man 
. a rare Hydragapace , and can tell us 
exactly to a fathom the depth of all 
"the Seas in the World , not only near 
the ſhore, but in the main fathomleſs 
. Ocean; nay, his skill reaches above 
the Heavens, and can tell you the quan- 
tity of Waters there. By what Arrt 
or Inſtrument this is computed is beſt 
known to himſelf, but not intelligible 
to any body elſe. Bur ler us hear the 
relt. He then affirms, that all the 
Waters upon or under the Earth, to- 
. gether with the Waters above the Fir- 
mament would not amount to much 
above one Ocean; fo that there would 
be above ſix wanting to fill up the Val- 
leys to the Mountain tops and fifteen 
Cubirs upwards. Youmuſt know this 
man is a rare Geographer alſo,and hath 
:taken the heighth of every Mountain, 


T 
| by the depth of every Valley in the 
: 


| 


, 


hole World, and can tell you whar 
| P12 quan- 


J 
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quantity of Water 15 requiſite to fill 
them up,and make an even Sphere with 


-the whole Earth. And then concludes, 


« Thar 'tis not intelligible from whence 
« {o great 2 quantity of Water ihould 
« be produced, and whither it ſhould 
« be conveyed after the Deluge. Wall, 
let it be unintelligible ; Is it a good 
conſequence therefore to ſay it is In- 
credible > This man profeſles to be- 
lieve thar God created all this whole 
World trom nothing; not onely the 
Earth, bur the vaſt incomprehenſible 
Heavens, with Sun and Moon and all 
the innumerable Stars; andÞbelieving 
this, could not doubt, but God ha- 
ving 2 mind to overflow this whole 
Earth, could far more eaſily find Wa- 
ter enough to make ſuch a Flood. And 
ſhould 1 fay he did creare Water on 
this occaljon, what can he ſay to con- 
fure it? Where hath God in Scripture 


confined himlelt from any new Crea- 
tion 
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”” tion for evex? No where, as I know 


of: for to ſay that God reſted the 

ſeventh day from all his Work, cer-_ 
tainly cannot imply that God muſt 
never work more, Joha 5. 17. Chriſt 
| ſaith, My Father worketh hitherto and I 
' work, We find in the Goſpel our Sa- 
viour fed five thouſand men with five 
| Jaaves and two fiſhes. I may as well 
ſay this is unintelligible , and conſe- 
uently Incredible : yet no good Chri- 

flian doubts of the truth. And why 
then might not God multiply the 
Waters in that Deluge, as well as mul- 
tiply the Loaves in the Goſpel? 
Wherefore if we ſay that the Waters 
in this great Deluge were multiplied, 
methinks a true Believer ſhould reſt 
latisfied with ſuch an anſwer : for this 
way of multiplication berter farisfies 
; an Objection of his, made Pas. 19. 
: That Aves ſaith, the Waters increaſed 
by degrees: for when our Saviour mul- 
E4 - x «a 
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tiplied the Loaves, he did not at once 
create as many as would fatishe the 
five thouſand, but mwltiplied them by 
degrees , as the Diſciples diſtributed 
them, and when they returned they 
till found more to diſtribute. And 
ſo the Waters by degrees increaſed, 


and decreaſed likewiſe by degrees. Bur, 
{faith he, What became of all thele 


Waters afcer the Deluge z Where were 


chey diſpoled > A ſtrange Queſtion 
for a Believer to ask | as 1f the ſame 
Power that multiplied could not alſo 


leflen. And thus he may have eight, 


or eighteen Oceans, it ir-were requi- 
lite, ro make up his Deluge; which, 
lays he, is unintelligible: yer is very 
intelligible to any true Believer , tho 
the means whereby ſo much Water 
was produced be unintelligible. And 
| would gladly know ot any man 
what ablurdiry, or what inconveni- 
ence there would be to Religion in 


this 
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this way of multiplication : I profeſs 
I cannot ſee why any one ſhould ſcru- 

le at the unintelligiblenels of this, if 

e believes the other of multiplying 
Loaves in the Goſpel. And therefore 
[ require our Theoriſt to ſhew us ſome 
inconvenience or unintelligibleneſs in 
the one more than in the other. 


VII. Burt he brings a Rule out of 


TS. Auſtin, © That 1n the difficulties of 


« Scripture we ſhould not eaſily make 
« uſe of Gods Omnipotency for their 
« interpretation. Lert it be ſo, we are 
not eaſily to make uſe of Gods Om- 
- nipotency. Muſt we therefore never 
ule it? Are there not a hundred Mi- 
racles in Scripture , which neither St. 
Auſtin nor this man, with all his Phi- 
+ Iofophy, can ſhew how they could be 
; done ina Natural way 2 And there- 
2 fore when our Reaſon cannot find out 
- how luch a thing can be effected by 


any 
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_ any other means than by Gods Omni- 


potency , we aſcribe it unto that. 
« This, faith he, is to make God 
« march forwards and backwards , 


« create and annihilate, multiply and 


« leſſen according to our will and 
«« pleaſure : Not fo, bur org to 
his own Word. When hetells us ſuch 


a thing was done by him, and we 


cannot in reaſon find our how it was 4 


done by any other means, than by 


Creation or Multiplication , we do 
_ not then vainly make uſe of his Om- 


nipotency , but only to make good 
his own Word, And I congeive we 
can never fully fatisfie our Reaſon, 
and anſwer every Objection that may 
be made in this matter of the Deluge, 
and in many other things contained 
in Scripture, without ſome ſuch way. 
And giveme leaye to ſay further, We 
do in this deal much more mannerly 
with the Deity than he does ; "_ we 

eave 
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leave God to his own liberty to Create 


_ or multiply, when he fees occaſion : 


bur this Man would bind up Gods 
hands and manacle them fo, as he 
muſt not by any means Create anew 
or Multiply, be the occaſion ever ſo 
great, even the Deluge of the whole 
World. And truly this Man ſeems to 
me, and, I believe, to all Men elle, a 
very Miracle, who allows no Miracle 
in the Deluge, but will needs have all 
done by Intelligible and Rational 
ways, as he calls it; but we may ra- 
ther call it a fi&titious and Romantick 
way, as we {hall ſee by and by when 


we come to at. 


VIIL. Bur I think it fit at preſent 
to give an Anſwer to an Objection 
made by him , I ſhall make bold to 
ſay, very frivolous. © Moſes, ſaith he, 
* in the deſcription of the Deluge, a- 
« ſcribes it unto two expreſs Cauſes, 

« the 


by a Rational way, or by a Miracle? 


(76) 


© the breaking open the Fountains of 


< the great Deep, and opening the 
© Windows of Heaven ; and by theſe 
« two means the Deluge aroſe and 0- 


« yverflowed the World. Here you 


<« may lee Moſes tells you the means 


« whereby the Deluge was effected : 
« Moſes makes no mention of Creating 


« or Multiplying power. And what of 


all this? Was there therefore no ex- 
craordinary power made ule of in the 
Deluge ? I, 9. 6. It 1s ſaid, our Sa- 
viour ſpat on the ground, and made clay 
of the Fittle, and anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with the clay, and ſaid unto 
kim, Go waſh m the Pool of. Siloam ; he 
went his way therefore and waſhed and 
came ſeemg. Here you lee the means 


| exprelled whereby this mans eyes were 


opened , wiz, by anointing his eyes 
with clay and waſhing in the Pool of 
Siloam. Were this mans eyes opened 
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So likewiſe at the Pool of Bethe/dg, 


John 5. an Angel went down at a certain 


ſeaſon into the pool and troubled the wa- 


ter : whoſoever then firſt after the trou- 
bling of the water ſtepped m, was made 
whole of whatſoever diſeaſe be had. Here 
we ſee the means exprels'd how they 
were cured ; yet without all doubr a 
miraculous means, and far above the 
Reaſon of this Man, and beyond his 
Philoſophy to find our, be it ever ſo 
oreat. And o it is related by Moſes 
himſelf, when God cauſed the people 
ro paſs through the Red Sea, Exod. 1 4. 
21. Moſes ſtretched out his hand over 
the Sea, and the Lord cauſed the Sea to 
go back by a ſtrong Eaſt-wind all that 


night and made the Sea dry Land, and the 


waters were divided ; and the Children 0 
Iſrael went into the maddeſt of the Sea 
upon the dry ground, and the waters were 
a wall unto them-on their right hand and 
on their left. Here we ſee a means u- 


led, 
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ſed, Moſes ſtretching out his hand over 
the Sea, and the Sea went "back by a 
ſtrong Eaſt-wind all might : So that 
the Sea was not dried up of a ſudden, 
bur by degrees. Now will this Man 
with his Philoſophy ſhew us a Ratio- 
nal way how this was done without 
any Miracle? moſt abſurd. And juſt 
ſo, though Moſes alcribes the Deluge 
co a means, the breaking open the 
Fountains of the great Deep, and the 
Windows of Heaven to E opened, 
and the Rain to deſcend and the Foun- 
rains to run forty days and forty nights, 
and fo the Flood prevailed till is over- 
flowed the whole World ; to ſay there 
was no Miracle at all in this 1s as ab- 
ſurd ; and eſpecially in his way of his 
new-found World, where were neither 
Seas, Rains nor Tempeits whatſoever 
till the Flood, but a conſtant, calm, 
ſerene Air perpetually : which muſt 
needs cauſe them to think fuch a De- 


luge 
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luge miraculous indeed, never having = 
any ſuch thing as Rain before, and 
of a ſadden to ſee Water poured down 
in ſuch wonderful abundance for forty 
days together, If weſhould fee Fire 
deſcend from Heaven in like manner 


; y days together, no Man would 


doubt to affirm it to be a Miracle nor 
Incelligible. And thus you ſee whar 
wonderful unintelligible difficulties this 
Man hath raiſed out of his Philoſo- 
phy in this matter of the Deluge which 


he fo much ſtumbles ar. 


IX. But becauſe he is a Man fo de- 
firous that all ſhould be done in a Ra- 
tional way, we will endeayour a little - 
to make this Deluge Intelligible in 
his own way, and thew him how we 
may find Water enough for it in the 
vaſt great Deep below, whith he ſays 
is fathomleſs, and from the vaſter 
Heaven above ( which I may call 

Bound- 


(850) 
Boundleſs in compariſon of the leſſer 
body of Earth ) to overflow thart little 
circumference, though it be taken fif- 
teen Cubits above the higheſt Moun- 
rain, and ſo make up his eight Oceans, 
which he ſays is requiſite, Gen. 1. 
We find that when God created the 
Heavens and the Earth the Waters co- 
vered the Earth, and then God divi- 
ded the Waters and placed ſome aboye 
the Firmament, and left ſome remain- 
ing under it: Where or how the Wa- 
rers above the Firmament were placed 
the Scripture doth not mention, and 
therefore I acknowledg my ignorance ; 
and I find very knowing, perfons have 
much diſputed, whether in his Atmo- 
ſphere, or in ſome higher place : but I 
reſt contented in believing it, becauſe 
the Word of God hath ſaid it. Yet, - 
if I may propoſe my thoughts, I con- 
ceive they might be placed in ſome 
upper part of the Aerial Firmament, 


(and 


* 
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and not carried up above the Hea- 
yens, as ſome have fanſied) and there 
Extended to a far wider circumference, 
than they were in here below, whilſt 
they compaſled the Earth : for a great 
depth of Water here, when carried up 
and enlarged to that mighty extent, 
would make a far thinner Orb, and 
as clear as Cryſtal , all earthly parts 
being extracted ; and no way hinder, 
bur rather encreaſe the light of Sun, 
Moon and Stars, as we ee glaſſes 
of like nature do. It this Philoſopher 
tell me that immediately above the 
Air lies the fiery Region ( an ill neigh- 
bour for the Water,) I ſhall make bold 
to ask him how he knows that : Hath 
he ever been there to lee it2 As for 

Philoſophers talk, I chink it much like 
. Phyſicians, many gueſles, but no cer- 
_ 2rainty of any thing. Bur if he like 
not this place for the Waters, ler 

him find out another : for I hope he 
G will 


(82) 
will not deny Moſes's plain words , 
That the Waters were divided and 
part placed above the Firmament, If 
this EA 10% ask me farther, how 


the Water, being a heavier body than 
the Air, dath there ſubſiſt and not 

fall down again ; I ſhall ask him how 
the thickeſt and heavieſt Clouds ſome- 
times paſs away without any falling 
Rain, and ſometimes thin and far 
lighter Clouds fall down in ſhowers? 
How at the Prayer of Elah, it rained 
not on the Earth by the ſpace of three 


Jears and fix months ; and he pray'd agam 


and the Heaven gave rain, James 5. 17. 
Will this Philolopher ſay this was done 
by the courle of Nature, and ordinary 
means? I am {ure S. James aſcribes it 
to Eliah's Prayer, which withheld the 
natural Fe of the Rains deſcend- 
ing : for preſently when he prayed a- 


 gam, the Fleaven gave rain. All Ele- 


ments have .no other ſtation, than 
what 


; (83) 

what God hath appointed them. We 
: know the fire came down from above 
: when God commanded, and burnt 
© Sodom and Gomorrha. And we are like- 
wile affured that , God commanding, 

the Waters aſcended up on high, and 
that the Firmament 1s betwixt thoſe 
above and thoſe below : this the Scri- 
pture declares. Wherefore the firſt 
Principle of my Philoſophy is, To be- 
lieve the Scriptures, and that God go- 
verns all things; and that every Ele- 
ment keeps that ſtation which God 
hath appointed, until he determine 0- 
therwile. Bur if this Theoriſt be un- 
fatished with this kind of diſcourſe, as 
not agreeing with his Principles of Na- 
cure, let him place the Waters above 
the Firmament where he will, it mat- 
- ters not to me. Yer if he allow the 
* Scripture, he muſt join with me and 
grant, that God had a great reſerve of 

Waters in fome Storchouſe above to 
G 2 make 
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make uſe of whenſoever he pleaſed. 
As for the Waters under the Firma- 
ment, firſt they covered all the Earth 
after they were divided ; then God ga- 
thered them together unto one place 
and made the dry land appear: and 
God called the dry land Earth, and the 


gathering together of the Waters called be 


Seas. For thereception of which Wa- 
ters he had prepared a Channel ( how 
deep, or how great a part of the Earth 
is filled with them, I ſuppole 1s be- 
yond this Mans skill in Philoſophy or 
Hydrography to determine) yer ſo 
that they were not all cofitained in the 
acpth of that Channe] below the 
Earth : bur part within the Channel, 
and part remaining yet higher than 
the Earth in a wonderful manner, as 
Darid expreſleth it, P/alm 33. 7. He 
gathereth the waters of the Sea together 
as jan heap: He layeth up the depth ut 


ſtore houſes. Which kems to exprels 
that 


* that which I {aid before, That the 
Waters were partly above the Earth, 
and partly below the Earth, as in a 
' Store-houſe, But though'the Waters 
ſtood, as he faith, on an heap above, 
yet God ſet them a bound that they may 
- 70t paſs over, and that they turn not a- 
* gain to cover the Earth, Which Jere- 
miah expreſleth allo Chap. 5. v. 22. 
Fear ye not me? ſaith the Lord, Will ye 
not tremble at my Preſence > which have 
placed the fand for a bound of the Sea by 

a perpetual Decree, that it cannot paſs it : 
and though the waves. thereof toſs them- 
ſelves, yet can they not prevail; though 
they roar, yet can they not paſs over it. 

- This paſlage allo of Jeremiah is very 
' remarkable ; Will ye not tremble ar 
. my Prelence, who have placed the 
Sea in that wonderful manner, as it 
hourly threatens you with an over- 
whelming deſtruction, and would cer- 
tainly confound you, did nor | re- 
G } {train 


(86) 


ſtrain it and keep it back by a perpe- | 


tual Decree? And whereas our Phi- 


loſopher ſaith that God hath ſet Rocks, 
Hills and Mountains, and decreed 
thoſe for bounds to the Sea, I delire 
him to take notice that here Jeremiah 
ſpeaks not of any ſuch bounds , but 
the Sand only, where the Waves roar 
and toſs themſelves, yet cannot pals 
over it becaule of God's Decree; He 
gives that as a reaſon for their re- 
{traine from overflowing the lower 
oround, and not the higheſt of the 
Land ; above which the Sea can as 
calily paſs over, as the lower Sands, 
were 1t not kept in by Gods Decree. 
For, as I faid before, this great Abyls 


did once cover the whole Earth before 


God gathered it together, and there ſet- 
led it by a Decree; and might as well 
again cover it, were there no Decree to 
hinder it. Now Davids expreſſion 
and Jeremiahs allo were very vain, if 


the 
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'” the Sea, as this Man would have it, 

' were ſo much below the Earth, thar 
* it did not need any reſtraint from God 
"to keep it from overflowing; and 
therefore let the Waves roar and toſs 
themſelves never ſo much, yer with- 
out any Decree of God it is impoſhible 
they ſhould overflow the Earth, and 
men need not at all tremble at Gods 
Preſence in that regard, but may fleep 
ſecure from any danger of a Deluge. 
Which Blaſphemy I hope he will not 
preſume to ſpeak or think. And if 
ro avoid this Blaſphemy, he ſhould 
ſay that Gods threatning was nor in 
'vain,becauſe by his Omnipotent Power 
he could take away all thoſe bounds 
of the Sea, Rocks, Hills and Mount- 
'tains. And what then > he hath 
: brought the ground level to ſuch a 
+ place as Jeremiah ſpoke of before : yer 
+ there Jeremiah ſaith the Waters were 
: not able to overflow it. But he will 
| G 4 far- 
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farther extend God's Omnipotent 
Power to raile the Waters, tho they 


are below the Earth and make them 
come like flying Rivers (ſuch as he 


mentions in his Deluge ) and overflow | 


the Land. Mark you now : This F 


OR 


= (: 


Man would not allow God to do the * 


leaſt Miracle to make good the com- | 


mon interpretation of Moſes's words ; 
no, by no means, he muſt not alter 
the courſe of Nature; and therefore 
he hath taken ſo great pains to invent 
his Fraction to fave God from doing 
a Miracle. But now God muſt do 
Miracle upon Miracle , pull down 
Mountains, and raiſe up the Waters 
and make them come flying, as I ſaid, 
Fer the Earth , it he will deſtroy 
theſe obſtinate Fews. So that the whole 
tabrick of his Deſign and Fraction is 
wholly ſpoiled : And the Jews being 


aflured by this Philoſopher that God 
would not do {ſuch Miracles to de: ? 


ſtroy 
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ſtroy them , were ſafe enough; and 


Jeremiah's,or rather Gods threats would 


Rill be in vain. And thus by avoid-. 
ing one Rock, he falls upon another, 
and a greater. Incidit m Scyllam. 


X. And ſo let us return to Moſes, 
who ſaith, the Waters firſt covered all 
the Earth, and then that God gathered 
them together in one place, where they 
might lie together as a {welling Moun- 
rain : for, as David expreſlerh it, P/al. 


- 33. 7. Fe gathereth the waters together 


as an-beap: Fe layeth up the depth 


im ſtore-houſes. This Opinion then 


a” FF, a oe, q 
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of the Seas being higher than the 
Earth, is no ſuch old and fooliſh O- 


Pann, as he expreſleth it : for we 


all not take his Tpſe dixit for any 


' Confutation, though ever ſo magilte- 


rially ſpoken. And if he argues a- 
oainft this, That the Land and Sea 
make up one entire Globe, and' there- 
fore 


(90) 
fore the Sea muſt not {well out fo far 
as to ſpoil the faſhion of it. Sure the 
ſwelling of high Mountains ſo far a- 
bove the Valleys quite ſpoils the ſphe- 
rical form of his whole Globe, ler the 
Seas {well or no. But by what doth he 
find us neceſlarily obliged to confeſs 


the Earth and Sea to be in ſuch a per- | 


fect Globe, as we may not allow the 
Sea to {well above the Earth > Per- 


chance he will ſay all muſt run in an * 


45 
'* 2 
.* 


equal line round about the Centre. | 


How then doth the- Earth it ſelf run : 


in ſo unequal a line, as from the 
higheſt Mountain to the loweſt Val- 
ley 2 And the Mountains, for ought I 
know, might have been as high again, 


and yet the whole Globe {ubſilt in 
the ſame place that it doth. Again, 


If every thing mult lie in an even ; 
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line, how comes the Sea in its deep- 
eſt Channel to lie ſo much below the 


Mountains, or any thing art all be- * 


low 
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low them, the Earth being ſo much 
2 heavier body.than it; and the Farth 
according to its gravity ſhould lie (o 
much below the Sea, and that en- 
compals it round about, as it did at 
the firſt Creation. Wherefore his Phi- 
lolophical Suppoſitions and Reaſons 
ſigmhe little : Gods Creation and ap- 
pointment are according to his own 
Will and pleaſure, and every Element 
2 ſinks and riſes and keeps thar ſtation 
4 he hath appointed for it. And if he 
comes now to confute me with his 
Mathemartical Inſtruments , and pre- 
tends to ſhew me that the Sea is not 
higher than the Earth by ſtanding on 
the ſhore and taking a level , I. ſhall 


2 not at all hearken unto him : for tho 
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"2 by his Inſtrument no conſiderable riſe 
2 of the Sea may be diſcerned in one 
3 ſhort view; yet in many thouſand 
"Amiles a very great riſing may be dil- 
Zcovered, when he comes into the 
main 
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main Ocean: and therefore I ſhall de- 
fire him to aflure me that he hath 
walked with his Inſtrument upon the 

rand Sea and taken an exact level 
SN England to America, and that in 
a molt perfect abſolute calm ( for the 
leaſt commotion of the Sea will ſpoil 
his meaſuring) and fo go on into the 
other Ocean beyond America, and 
take the level likewiſe of that Sea. 
A hard task I lay upon him, bur yet 
very neceſlary , {ceing he goes about 
to confute me and Scripture too with 
his Mathematical Inſtrument : and 
therefore it is no wonder if I require 
him to walk upon the Sea being in a 
perfect Marhemartical level. Nor is 
this riſe of the Sea a vain and ule- 


leſs thing, bur kept up by God in | 
this form by his perpetual Decree for 
the ule and benefit oft Mankind, and ? 


created rhe whole World for the bene- 1 
/ 
y 


| 
þ 


ft 


done by the ſame Power by which he 
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fit of Men: that is, that Fountains 
might run from thence unto the high- 
eſt Hills, and there ſpring forth to 
water the whole Earth, as David aith, 
Pſalm 104. 8. They go up by the. 
Mountains and down by the Valleys uito 
the place which thou haſt founded for them. 
And v.13. He watereth the hills from 
his chambers : the earth us ſatisfied with 
the fruit of thy works. And for this 
purpoſe, though the Sea lies ever lo 
high in the main Ocean, yet deſcend- 
ing by degrees towards the ſhores, it 
lies there very low , that the Rivers 
nay exonerate themſelves into it. And 
from hence we may gather the mean- 
ing of Moſes, when for the Deluge he 
mentioned the breaking up the Foun- 
tains of the Great Deep, that is, the 
Fountains and Springs which flow 
2 from the great Deep by ſeveral pal- 
3 fages contrived by God under the 
2 Earth to convey the Waters of the 
great 


| (94) 
great Dep, and make the ſprings run 
e 


among the higheſt Hills, as David 
ſaith, and there break out in the tops 
of the Mountains in ſuch flowing 
ſtreams, as I have been amazed to ſee 


it, and have ſeriouſly conſidered whe- 


ther the top of the Mountain, ſome- 


times very ſmall . above the Spring , F 


could poſſibly contain vapours enough 
to engender {o much Water as flow- 
ed from them : for a great quantity 


of vapours being condenſed will make 


but a few drops of folid Water. And 
our Theoriſt being a Man of obſer- 
vation, I doubt not but he hath con- 
cluded ( as I have done) That tho 
the top of the Mountain had been fil 
led with ſolid Water, it could not 
caule the Spring to run at that rate 
very many hours. And whereas in 


Autumn Springs that are raiſed by 2 


Vapours condenſed into Water , 
at the foot of Hills or in lower 


grounds, 
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grounds, do —aggi? ceale after a 
dry Summer, or, at eſt, run low : 
theſe from the Mountains continue to 


flow lentifully. And from all this 


; 
; : 1 
FL 


I conclude, that when Moſes faith the 
Fountains of the great Deep were 
broke open, he means by the great 
Deep the ſame he mentioned in Ge- 
nefis at the Creation, which in the ſe- 
cond Verſe he calls the Great Deep : 
And the ſame Waters being gathered 
together in one place , he calls them 


.* by the common name of Seas, v. 10. 


which of it ſelf might afford Water 


enough to cover the whole Earth ; 


for it is evident by Moſes that the Wa- 
ters did cover the whole Earth before 
God gathered them together in one 
place, after they were divided from 


the Waters above the Firmament. 


: ſideration all the Waters that were 


XI. Now if he take into his con- 


created 
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\ adventure he will ſay, as he did a- 


(96) 
ereated at the beginning, which Moſes 
faith did cover the Earth; and how 
deep they covered it, I ſuppoſe no 
man will preſume to afhrm, whether 
fifteen or try Cubits. And no man 
can think that God created abundance 
of Water to annihilate any part of 
it again preſently without any Caule : 
and therefore we may be aſſured that 
the ſame quantity of Water ftill re- 
mains. This then 1s clear , that as 
theſe waters did once cover the Earth, 
the ſame quantity of Waters may do 
ſo again. Now let him take all 
theſe Waters, both them above the 
Firmament | ( which God certainly 
could as eaſily bring down as caxry {1 
them up, let the place of their abode | 
be where it will ) and thoſe under 1 
the Firmament , he cannot poſſibly 7; 
want Water abundantly to ſerve for 7 
a Deluge over the whole Earth. Per- 7 


bove; 
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= bove; © That in this carrying the Wa- 
 <ters up and down, we make God to 
* *< march backwards and forwards ac- 
EM cc cording to our will: And I an- 
ſwer again, as I did before, That we 
do not make God do any thing : bur 
onely ſhew unto this Theorilt ( who 
will nor allow God either to Create, 
or Multiply the Waters that were 
created, upon ſo great an occaſion, as 
--this Deluge ) how God might do ir 
- without either Multiplying or Crea- 
ting anew. [I do itthen to fatisfie his 
curioliry rather than our own: for 
we reſt ſatished with God's affirm- 
ing that there was ſuch a Deluge, and 
that it was cauled by the breaking 
.open of the Fountains, and opening 
the Windows of Heaven; whether 
partly or wholly by thoſe means 
q vhich Moſes ſers down , we do not 
Zpolttively athrm. And yet if we did 
2athrm the Waters to come down from 

; H above, 
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(95) 4 
above, and the Fountains to run be- - 
low for the increaſe; and ſo likewiſe 
to be taken up again and the Foun- 
tains to run back for the decreaſe, it 
were no more than we find in Scri- 
pture to be done upon a far ſmaller 
occaſion. For God made that migh- 
ty body of the Sun which wheels 
about the Earth with ſuch incompre- 
henſible ſpeed , yet at the command 
of Joſhuah, that he might have the 
longer day to obtain a full Victory, 
to Fand ſtill, Joſh. 10. And 2 Kimgs 
20. we find by the Dial of Ahax, it 
went back ten degrees to fatishe Fe 
zekiahs doubt whether he ſhould reco- 
ver or no, according to the words of 
Tfaiah. If on ſuch occaſions God did 
{uch mighty Miracles, What wonder 
is 1t if we luppole him to do far grea- _ 
rer Miracles upan ſo much a greater 2 
occaſion as the Deluge ? If he will © 
{hew me how this was done'with- 

out 
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out a Miracle, I will undertake to 
fhew him how the Deluge was made 
-vithour a Miracle. And it God 
'wrought a Miracle then, Why nor be- 
fore at the Deluge? I hope theſe Scri- 

ture-reaſons and examples, which [ 
&..c brought, are far more confider- 
able than his trivial experiments of a 
Mathematical Inſtrument or Cubical 
Por, which he mentions allo Pag. 13. 
& to tell us of ſuch a Veſlel receiving 
the Rain when it falls for (everal 
hours rogether, and how little a body 


of Water is found by it, and conlſe- 
= how little this would con- 

ce towards the Deluge ; I conceive 
& ſignifies nothing, unleſs he had been 
preſent at the Deluge and ſeen in 
what meaſure the Rains did then de- 
Teend : for upon thar occaſion , who 
tan doubt bur thar the Waters were 
poured forth in a ſtrange and won- 
Eerful manner, the Windows of Hea- 
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ven being opened ſo as they will never 
be again to the Worlds end > Where- - 
fore to depend ſo much upon trivial 
Experiments and his weak Reaſon in 
{uch extraordinary, wonderful and 
{ſupernatural things, as no man can 
doubr bur this Deluge was, his Faith 
may be much damnihed , though his 
Reaſon, or rather Fanſie, may be much 
deligated with inquiſitiveneſs after 
them : And when he hath done all, 
and fpent his whole time (to lay 
notiiing of things more precious) in 
(carching after the Caules of things, 
z:nd wearied himſelf with buſte and 


rolling labour therein, he will find 


that to be true by experience, which | 


weak and deluded Reaſon ' will not -| 
eatily believe, That he knows onely this 
oe thing, that he knows nothmg. And | 
therefore 'tis a ftrange prelumprion | 
For Vain man, Who # born as ig-fi 
nant as a wild aſſes colt , as Job 


. 
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ſaith, c. 11. v. 12. to take upon him 
to be fo wile, as to examine and de- 
termine the works of God by his bru- 
tiſh Reaſon; nay more than brutiſh 
in compariſon of the Divine Infinite 
Wiſdom. Wherefore S. Paul with 
great reaſon bids us, Col. 2. 8. Beware 
leſt any man- ſpoil you through Philoſo- 
phy and vam deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Chriſt. Not that true 
Reaſon, or true Philoſophy can {poll 
any man, bur vain and deceitful Rea- 
| fon and Philoſophy, ſuch as the tra- 
dition or experiments of the World 
commonly make ule of, - 


XII. This pains I have taken to 
latisfhe this over-inquifirive Man in 
the Works of God, which he faith 
God hath given him Reaſon to em- 
ploy in : but yetto be done with Rea- 
lon and Karin, which he doth 
H 2 nor 
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not. Having thus, as I humbly con- 


ceive, {ufficiently declared where the 


quantity of Water may be found to 


make up ſuch a Deluge as Moſes men- + 
tions, either wholly by Waters al- * 


ready created; or, if you pleaſe to 


take in the Divine Power of Multi- 


plication ( which ſure we may al- 
low here, as well as we believe it to 
be done in the Golpel-loaves ) then I 
am lure it is caſte ro find out Water 
for ir. And I think no ſober man 
will deny in this Deluge a Miracle 


was wrought in the extraordinary Þ 
manner of the Rains deſcending and & 
the Fountains flowing , let this Man ? 
deny what he pleaſes, for ſome men Þ 
cannot be confured but by Club-rea- ! 


"rg 


ſons. I defire him ro remember what Þ 
he faith Pag. 297. concerning Lucre- 7 


us. © Though his ſuppoſitions be # 
« very precarious, and his Reaſon- ® 
*< ings all along very flight, he will 


*© many | 
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* © many times ſtrut and triumph, as if 
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« he had wreſted the Thunder out of 


« Joves right hand ; and a Mathemarti- 
« cjan is not more confident of his De- 
« monſtration, than he ſcems to be of 


« the truth of his ſhallow Philoſophy : 


* © Mutato nomme de te. 


XII. We will now proceed to the 


7 manner of this Flood, how Ms/es de- 
| ſcribes the beginning, riſe and increaie 
7 of the Waters; and likewiſe how he 


deſcribes the decreaſe : which I defire 
you to obſerve very well, that when 
we come to compare it with this 
Mans invention and manner of it, 
you may lee how ſtrangely he preva- 
ricates from the "Truth related by 
Moſes, Gen.7. 11, &c. where he laith, 
The ſame day that Noah entred into the 
Ark mere all the fountains of the great 


Deep broken up, and the windows of Hea- 


ven were opened ; and the rain was up- 
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on the earth forty days and forty nights. © 
And ver. 17. he ſaith, The Flood was © 
forty days upon the earth, and the waters | 
increaſed and bare up the Ark, and it * 
was lifted up above the earth; and the © 
waters prevailed and were increaſed great- 
ly upon the earth, and the Ark went up- © 
on the face of the waters; and all the © 
high hills that were under the whole Hea- 
wen were covered, fifteen cubits upwards 
ad the waters prevail and the Moun- © 


' tains were covered And then con- 


cludes the Chapter at ver. 24. And ©; 
the waters prevailed upon the earth.a hun- * 
ared and fifty days. Here you ce how ® 
the Waters ſwelled firſt ro that height 3 
as to reach to the place where the 
Ark ſtood : and the Waters roſe more | 
and more, till at length the Ark was Þ 
lifred up above the Earth: and as the ? 
Waters prevailed and covered all the | 
Hills and Mountains under Heaven, 3 
the Ark went upon the face of the * 

Waters, 


(105) 
Waters, which continued in that 
manner a hundred and fifry days o- 
ver the Earth. Now can any ſober, 
rational man underſtand theſe words 
of Moſes otherwiſe than that the Wa- 
ters increaſed ſo far, as at one time 
they covered the whole Earth; nor 
any particular part of ir: for Moſes 
faith they prevailed upon the Earth 
in general, as he had deſcribed it be- 
fore, Valleys and all Hills alſo: So 
that the Ark moved upon the face of 
theſe Waters, which thus continued 
many days. And thus the whole Jewiſh 
Church and Chriſtian Church, in a 
word, all Believers, have underſtood 
thele words of Moſes in this very 
ſenſe. Had the words of Moſes been 
any thing obſcure, and ſome men 
had raiſed doubts upon them , he 
might have had ſome ground for his 
underſtanding them otherwiſe : but 
the words of Moſes being eſteemed 
very 
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very plain in themſelves, and never ' 
any doubt raiſed upon them ; what 
other argument would this Man have 
to prove the ſenſe of them, unleſs he 


can prove all the World were ſuch 
Dunces before him, as they could not | 
underſtand plain words 2 Yet not- ? 
withſtanding all, this Gentleman hath * 


80. © That without doubt it was | 
«<a great overſight in the Antients to | 
« fanhie the Deluge like a great ſtand- * 
«ing Pool of Warter, reaching from | 
« the botrom of the Valleys to the | 
« top of the Mountains, every where # 
«alike with a level and uniform ® 
« Surface. If it were ſo great an o- | 
ver{ight in the Antients, Why doth | 
not he prove that overlight 2 Doth Z 
he think any man takes his over- ! 
confident afhrmation to be a proof? | 
All the World hitherto underſtanding 
them in this ſenſe, he ſhould both have ® 

ſhewed © 
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* ſhewed and proved particularly where- 
* in this miſtake doth lie; and ſet 
] down the words of Moſes which our 
©” Narration varies from, without wreſt- 
7 ing or labouring to put on another 
# ſenſe, than is evident : for certainly 
2 no man would be lo raſh and heady, 
25 to contradict the whole World 
without a full and clear Demonſtra- 
tion. Yet he neither offers a Demon- 
| ſtration, nor any Argument to confute 
Z this Opinion, bur his over-great con- 
# fidence; ſo great as not to be paral- 
lel'd in any Writer that I ever heard of. 


* XIV. Now let us go on to Moſes 
Z in the deſcription of the decreaſe of 
# this Flood in the eighth Chapter , 
3 where he ſaith, God made a Wind to 
* paſs over the earth, and the Waters aſ- 
2 /waged; the Fountams alſo of the Deep 
3 and the windows of Heaven were ſtopped, 
3 and the rain from Heaven was reſtrain- 
A ed, 


No other part of the Mountains was ? 


forth a Dove from him to ſee if the © 


(108) . 

ed, and the waters returned from off the 

earth continually. After the end of the hun- 

dred and fifty days the waters were aba-_ 
ted, and the Ark reſted in the ſeventh 
month upon the Mountains of Ararat : | 
and in the firſt day of the tenth month | 
were the tops of the Mountains ſeen. ; 
Here you find how after the Wa- | 
ters had continued ſeveral months, ' 
they ſunk by degrees till the Moun- © 
rain tops were ſeen, and the Ark reft- 
ed upon the Mount of Ararat. Is it 3 
not evident alſo by this place thar 
while the Ark moved upon the face 


of the Waters, all the Mountains un- 


. 
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der Heaven were covered, until the © 
firſt day of the tenth month, when # 


the Mountain tops began to appear. 
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then diſcovered , the ſtanding Pool 3 
menrioned before covered all. And? 
after this, ver. 8. it is ſaid, Noah ſent ® 


water's 
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' 2 waters were abated from off the face of 
- 3the ground; but the Dove found no reſt 
- © for the ſole of ber foot, and ſhe return- 
Fed unto him into the Ark, for the waters 
: © were upon the face of the whole Earth : 
+ So that this Pool continued above forty 
, days after the tenth month began. 


4 


| L Yer all this will not ſufhce to coen- 


f 


+ 


, vince this Man of his Errour. Not- 
- = withſtanding all this particular deſcri- 


- 2 ption of Moſes ( which is fo plain, 
 2as I do not know how he could ſpeak 
2 plainer) telling us how the Deluge was 
2 cauſed, this Man hath the confidence 
2 ro make a very different relation of 
Zir. Job 28. God asks him a queſtion, 
= Where waſt thou when I laid the founda- 
2 tion of the earth? Declare if thou haſt 
2 underſtanding. So I may well lay to 
2 this Man, Where waſt thou when I 
2 brought a Deluge upon the Earth. 
2 Declare if thou haſt underſtanding. 
7 Sure this Man was not then in being, 
| and 
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and therefore can diſcover no more un- 


to us of thar Deluge, but whart he re- 
ceived from others. And I defire to 


know of him, whether any of the 7 
Antients ( except the fabulous Hea- Þ 
thens) have delivered unto him any 
different narration from Moſes con- 
cerning this Deluge : the Chriſtians 2 
ſure have no other : nor had the Jews |: 
any other before them, who are the | 
men molt likely to retain ſuch a Tra- Þ 
dition, written or unwritten : for 4- | 
braham had Sem the Son of Noah to # 
inſtruct him in all things during his 


whole life of a hundred and leventy 


years, Sem dying after Abraham as all | 
conclude by a juſt computation. Is | 
it not then a ſtrange thing that this } 
Fraction of the Earth, being the prin- | 
cipal Cauſe given by this Man for | 
the Deluge, and without which there # 
could be none, as he affirms? 'I jay © 
again, Is it not very ſtrange that Sem 
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{ſhould not relate ſo wonderful a matter 


| 


Z all its circumftances > The other Sons 


to Abraham,unto whom doubtleſs he de- 
livered the narration of the Flood with 


of Noah, Ham and Japhet, lived alſo 
many years after the Flood ; and it is 
, as ſtrange that none of chem ſhould 


: [ mention it to their Poſterity : and ſo 
4 it might have been conveyed unto 


. 
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4 Hearhens allo: Yet no man in the 
7 World hitherto hath uttered one ſyl- 
© lable of it. And therefore I think [ 
fo ſafely affirm, and he will be 

very well pleaſed -othh, ; it, if I ay, 


; no Author in the World ever under- 


2 ſtood the Deluge, or related it in ſuch 


a manner, as he hath found out ; and 
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I fance of this Deluge, as he ſets it forth. 


a Progr may challenge to "hiv 


2 ſelf the glory of it, if itbe crue ; but 


; 2 muſt bear the ſhame alſo, if ic be 


Jfalk Bur if you will have patience, 


1 will tell you in ſhort the whole ſub- 
XV. Faſt 
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XV. Firſt , he preſuppoſes the | 


World to have been before the Deluge 
of a \mooth uniform ſurface of Earth © 
( as I ſhall ſhew hereafrer ) withour # 
any Sea appearing, but all the Sea ® 
was encloſed within a compaſs of 
Earth round abour it, and this Earth? 


inhabited by all Mankind; whoſe ; 


wickedneſs grew to be ſo great that 3 
God reſolved to deſtroy them all, ex- ! 
cept Noah and his Family, who found | 


favour with him. And God foreſee- 


ing thatthe people of the World would ® 


= 
% 


grow lo wicked as to deſerve a deſtru- 2 


PAs 


ction, he ſo faſhioned this World, as at 2 
ſixteen hundred years after the Crea- | 
tion, it ſhould in an inſtant fall all to 
pieces of it ſelf. And in this he ad-| 
mires God's great Wildom ( but 'ris | 
his own invention ) ſetting it forth | 
by the compariſon of an Artiſts ma- % 
king a Clock with lo rare an inven- 

tion, ; 
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(143) 
*rion, as not onely to ſtrike at every 
hour, but exactly ar the end of a hun- 
3dred hours, ic would all of it (elf fly 
Zaſunder and break ; which would be 
Zfar more admirable; faith he, than 
onely to make it ſo as to ſtrike art 
Zeach hour. But now I pray you ob- 
Zſerve the rare Invention whereby this 
= was effected. This Earth ar firſt, you 
* muſt ſuppoſe, was a very Paradiſe : 
bur in proceſs of time the Sun with 
Zirs mighty hear ſo parched and filled 
it with chops and chauns which de- 
* ſcended very far into the Earth, and 
> prepared ir for a rupture : and fo heat- 
| ed the Waters within the Earth,. as it 
# made them boil, and ſend forth ſuch 
violerit furious vapours, that the 
whole body of the Earth by their 
ſtrugling to ger forth was put mto a 
terrible Earthquake - and ar length | 
broke out in that raging: manner, as 
7 ſhattered this lower World to PIeces : 
I which 
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—_— of the Earth, like a vaſt great} 


( , ; 4 ) | [; 
which falling into that gulf of Water * 


underneath , great bodies of Earth 
eumbling down at once into it, did | 
fo force the Waters up, as to mount: 
even to the very Heavens, and fo; 
down again : And by this means the 


| Waters being caſt up into the Air in 
l 


ſeveral places one after another as the 
Earth tumbled down, covered the 
Earth part after part as he ſuppoſes, 


and thus made a Deluge; for ſo he! 
would fain have it. Is not this a rare}: 


[4 


ih 
l 


Romantick way ? and far exceeds all 4 
that ever hath been written of Sir 4-": 
madis de Gaule, or the Knight of the | 
Burning Peſtle. 7h 
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XVI. Before I proceed farther, 18 
{hall make ſome Remarks upon this # 
his rare Invention. Firſt, this whole} 


Pitcher, was heating by the Sun ſrx- | 
teen hundred years together ; a won- 
derful Þ 
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One would have thought 


> derful thing, 

\ > the Sun in fix hundred years time , 
| : or a thouſand at moſt, would have 
12 tried the uttermoſt of its ſtrength, and 
> have ſer this Pitcher a boiling. I pray 
> you how thick was this Earth, tha it 
2 could heat the Waters under it ? He 
> ſuppoſes a mile, ar leaſt : and yet in 
| the hotteſt part of the World that we 
, can now find, do. but make a Vault 
= in the Earth twenty yards deep, 
> we ſhall find the Earth rather cold 


[2 than hot, and 'twill yield a refreſh- 


--* ment to any one that goes into 
>= it: And ſure our Torrid Zone is as 
> hor, as the Temperate Regions were 
& in his fine World. How then came 
Z his fine Earth to break into ſo many 
© parts? For we find when fumes or 
vapours are in the Earth and caule 
-& an Earthquake by their ſtruggling 
7 mightily ro get forth; as ſoon as 
.Z they have made a breach in one place 
ry I 2 ro 


y ww —- wn CES 
I __ — 


(116) ; 
to get out, the ſtruggling ceaſerh, and 
the Vapours come out in a_Whirl- + 
wind, Hurricane, or fome ſuch thing. -- 
And therefore had his Earth. broken | | 
in ſome few places rowards the Tor- | 
rid Zone, where it was moſt likely 
to break, being thereabouts rata ; 
more parched and chop, than in other 

arts; methinks, thoſe vapours going | 
2000 at liberty , his great Pitcher © 
{hould ceaſe from it boiling fury, and ©: 
the remaining body of the Earth *: 
might {till have continued its dainty |. 
{pherical form : Fox certainly thole 
parts under the Torrid Zone and near 
x, would have been more chopt and 
made ready for a breach in the firſt 
fix hundred years, than the Northern © 
parts in the whole ſyxteen hundred, 7 
eſpecially conſidering the Earth ( as 
he would have it) was ſer in that# 
{ture to the Sun, and was ſo un- ® 
tufferably hot thereabouts, as no man ? 
living 
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hving could endure it : For fo he ſes 


2 it forth when he comes to treat of 
3 Paradiſe, and dividing the World in- 
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to two Hemiſpheres by the Torrid 
Zone ; and that men could nor paſs 


- from one to the other by reaſon of 


© the exceſſive heat. Wherefore , as 1 


laid, ir muſt needs be that this part 


-- muſt break many hundred years betore 
= the Northern part: and the vapours 
> got out, the ſtruggling and breaking 


> of the Earth ſhould ceaſe. Bur he 
| will ſay, The Water coming our 
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from thence might overflow all the 
Earth, eſpecially there being alſo grear 
Rains at the ſame time. To this 1 
Anſwer, according to his own Rule 
fa his firſt Book, Chap. 2. That all 


the Vapours in the upper Region con- 


denſed and become 1olid Water, do 
not make up the hundredth part of 
what it was before. To this he adds 
another Reaſon there, an Experimenc 


] 2 made 


(118) ih 
made by a Cubical Veſſel ſet forth to 
receive the Rain; in four and twenty | 
hours the Waters received do not make 7 
up an inch and an halt; and then com- 
putes how much Water forty days rain 


1] 
would cauſe : all which he concludes 
would amount to very little towards '*! 
the Deluge , for which he requires |? 
cight Oceans. If this were ſo little, 7 
as he would have it , he muſt have 
all the reſt from his Sea under the 
Earth. But then he comes upon us 
with his Romantick flying Rivers (as 26 
he exprefleth it pag. 75.) which like 
the great Dragon in the Apocalyps , 
with their wonderful tails {wept a- 


way a great part of Mankind: Yet | 


the greater part, for ought I know, 
mighr {till remain and eſcape the De- 
luge : For I would ask him how far 
taele flying Rivers could reach. We 
hnd when a mighty ſtone daſhes into | 
tac Water, the greateſt part of the | 
Water | 


= (119) 
"Water which is raiſed by it flies up- 
ward, though ſome may riſe oblique- 
ly on either fide. Let us now conſ1- 
der when two or three Mountains, or 
half a dozen, fall into his Gulf at 
once, they might raiſe the Water ob- 
* likely a great way on either fide : [ 
"pray you how far? Shall I yield un- 
ro him a hundred miles, or five hun- 
* dred miles? ( ſure I yield a great way) 
yet this would come very far ſhort 
2 of the Northern Poles. And thus ma- 
= ny men might have eſcaped the De- 
Z luge and been f{aved from it, as well 
= as Noah with his Ark. Se that this 
; Deluge would have been bur a par- 
tial Deluge over a {mall part of che 
Earth (a thing which he mightily 
| argues againſt in the firſt Book of 
his Theory Chap. 3.) for as I ſhewed 
before, the Earth muſt needs break in 
thoſe parts next the Torrid Zone le- 
| yeral hundred years before the No-- 
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thern. And thus the greater part of 
his habitable World would have eſca- 


ped the Deluge. Again, I pray you. 
conſider what Moſes {aith of the Flood,'? 
and this Man urges alſo upon. other” 
occaſions, when it ſeems to ſerve his? 
turn, as when he argues againſt the 
Creation of ' new 'Waters ; for that'* 
would make a ſudden rife of Water ;; 


lifred up the Ark above the Ear 
25 > BY and 


Warers muſt daſh up and turnble 


down on a ſudden. Is this increaſ- 
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againſt which he urges the words of; 


| Afoſes, who faith , Thar the Flood) 


increaſed by degrees, till at wa 5 it 
5 and 3 


carried 1t "pon the face of the Wa-! 
0 


%. \ 
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decreaſed by degrees :} 


but now the caſe is altered, and the| 


ing by degrees forty days or forty} 


hours? when the Water could not be 
{our minutes in daſhing up and ſo tum- 


bling down again. And thus he doth | 


in l2veral places of his Theory, now | 
Pro, and then Con. © ' XVIL] 
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{ NVIL And now comes a thing 
Ivery admirable: He endeavours to 

ſcrew out the ground of this Roman- 
rick Rupture Ars thoſe few words 
of Moſes, The Fountains of the great 
2 Deep were broke open. © Mark you, 
*< faith he ; Here Moſes firſt ſpeaks of 
=< breaking open. From whence he 
= concludes a great breach : And of 
= what ? The Fountains of the great Deep. 
2 And this great Deep he ſuppoſes was 
2 all included within the Earth, and 
7 had no Fountain art all. iſſuing out 
* ( for he allows no Fountains in his 
I new Earth ) and therefore by Foun- 
F tains you muſt conceive Moſes doth 
not mean ſuch flowing Fountains, as 
we have, bur the breaking or clea- 
ving the Earth aſunder, when the 
Water with the Vapours forced its 
2 way out. Bur all this fanſie of his 
9 15 quite ſpoiled by himlelf, he gjving 


us 


(122) 4 
us 2 Rule, and a true one, Page 82. z 
« That Moſes relating unto us the 
<« Deluge as an Hiſtoriographer, ought 2! 
«to ule common words, and ſuch 
« as may exprels his meaning to che! 
« people, to whom he delivered this 1 
« relation. Surely then the people ,” 3 
who knew no other Fountains, but” 8 
ſuch as uſually we have flowing with! 
Water, muſt needs underſtand the 4 


* 
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like unto them, and not ſuch Fracti- 
ons and breaches of the Earth, as they® 
never heard of before, nor any man! 
ever called Fountams. Then he makes” 
another Obſervation, That Moſes u-i 
ſeth here the word great Abyſs, men-Þ 
tioned Gen. 1. 2. and not the com- 
mon word for the Sea. Bur I ſhall 
ſhew him that Moſes doth call the? 
lame Abyls the Sea. For Gen. 1. 9. 
thole Waters which covered the Earth,] 
ver. 2. were gathered together into|# 
one place, and ver .10, God called thoſe 


waters 


: 5 
»*5., 
+ 

. 

& 


. (123) 
waters Seas. And ſo we find that the 
Fountains of the great Deep, and the 
Fountains of the Sea, are both one 
2nd the ſame in the firſt Chaprer of 
"Geneſis: and therefore we in our Earth 
underſtand them ſo. Moſes calls them 
"Fountains of the great Deep, or Foun- 
' $ains of the Sea: and by Fountains of 
"the Sea we underſtand thoſe that run 


_ - 
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from the Sea, which were broken up 
whether Literally or Metaphorical- 
ty, as he pleaſes) thar is broken up 
"and enlarged that they might flow 
-3n great abundance. All this proves 
-Nnothing to us, nor to any man thar 
SHhath nor his head already filled with 
Wuch a vain fanhe, as the rupture of 
he whole Earth. Burt paſſing over 
ll this, let us now conſ1der whether 
this be the Deluge thar Moſes meant. 
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= XVIII He faith the Flood was forty 
+ days upon the Earth and the waters m- 
2 | creaſed 
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(124) : 
creaſed and bare up the Ark, and it was © 
ft up above the earth. Here we have 
an increaſe of the Waters forty days 7 
by the fiowing of the Fountains from? 
the great Deep and the Windows off 
Heaven being opened , both in the 
ſame day. Burt in his deſcription off! 
the Flood he puts the Rain forty days 
before any breach of the Earth. And 
when the Earth brake, what became 
of the Ark? Moſes faith, it was born®* 
up and lift above the Earth by the? 
Waters prevailing : but in his deſcri# 
prion, the Earth mult firſt break un?" 
der the Ark, and {ſo the Ark necel-I7 
{arily muſt fall along with it intol@* 
the Waters which were under thei 
Earth: And this he would have to 
be the {ame with lifting up above the © 
Earth. But poor Noah with his Sons 

| 


and Daughters found it otherwile, and#® 


O 


ſurely were mightily amazed to find? 
themſelves ſo much deceived in Gods 
| Pro- 


: (125) 
Promiſe, having taken ſo great pairs 
"ro make an Ark to ſave them by 
ſwimming upon the Waters; yer were 
*now Ks headlong down , Ark 
#and all into the Abyſs : A rare way 
Bof lifting up! Then another great 
part of ghe Earth falling into the A- 
[307 founced the Waters up with a 
Emighty force even unto the Heavens, 
Zand made there, as it were, a flying 
ZRiver, as his own words expreſs it 
Zin the end of the f1xth Chapter. And 
#ſo one piece of the Earth after ano- 
© ther falling down into the Abyls, there 
# was ſuch a commotion and tempelt 
| raiſed, and the Ark with it toſſed up 
_ ſo ofcen into the air with his flying 

Rivers, and carryed headlong again 
$ down into the Abyſs, that the preſerva- 
J tion of it mult be a far greater Miracle, 
J than any we require in Moſess De- 
Z luge. And thus 1s that Chapter fra- 
med in ſo wonderful a Romantick 
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way, as exceeds all that ever yet was | 


written of that kind. Is it not a 
ſtrange thing that Moſes ſhauld not 


have one word mentioning ſuch a 
Fraction of the earth, and ſo horrible 
a Tempeſt as enſued? To this he 
Anſwers, Page 70. © That, it is be- 
«low the dignity of Sacred Penmen, | 
« or the Spirit of God that directs | 
« them, to ſhew the Cauſes of things, 
«and their manner of proceeding : 
« but Providence leaves that to the 
« exerciſe of our Wills and Inventi- 
« ons. And truly he has exerciſed 
his Wit and Invention in a moſt 
ample manner. Burt- though it be þe- 
low the dignity of the Sacred Pen- 
men to ſhew Cauſes upon our En- 
quiry, and to fatishe our Curioſity : 
Yer when they condeſcend fo far as 
ro expreſs the Cauſes, and manner of 
their proceeding , as Moſes here doth, 


{hewing us the Cauſe from whence 
the 


(127) 
the Flood came, viz. the exceſlive 
flowing of Fountains, and the great 
abundance of Rains falling ; and how 
theſe Waters prevailed by degrees up- 
on the Earth, till at length they reach- 
ed the place where the Ark was; and 
ſwelling yet higher, lifred the Ark a- 
bove the Earth, and prevailed ſo far 
as to carry it upon the face of the 
Waters fifteen Cubits above the tops 
of the Mountains : and ſo on to the 
decreale. Now Moſes delcribing fo 
punctually the whole bulineſs of the 
Deluge; yer, as I ſaid before, not to 
have one word of this horrible Fra- 
tion ( which this Man puts for the 
main .Caule of the Deluge ) nor of 
this Tempeſt; and for him to fay 
'tis below the digniry of the Sacred 
Penman to give a Cauſe, when they 
particularly relate the Cauſe, is very 
abſurd, and alſo quite contrary : for 


Moſes exprelly declares the Cauſe of 
the 
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the Flood to be the running of the 
Fountains of the great Deep, and not 
the breaking of 14 Earth, which he 
could not call Fountains, Fountains |; 
being quite another thing. Where-, 
fore 'tis evident this Man makes uſe of ! 
Scripture onely to give ſome credit to | 
his Theory with inconſtderate people | 
that mind Scripture very little. Moſes | 
goes on in his deſcription of the Flood, Þ 
and fays, that all the Hills and Moun- 7? 
tains under the whole Heaven continu- ® 
ed covered many days, until the begin- ©: 
ning of the tenth month , when the | 


Waters began to decreaſe; and then de- 


crealing forty days by degrees the tops 
of the Mountains began to appear, 
all the other parts were covered {bill 
with Water : for the tops onely ap- 


peared. Bur this Man would have 


it clean otherwiſe, The Waters did 
not prevail and aſcend to the tops of 


the Mountains ( in his ſpherical Earth) 
but 
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' but the ſmooth body of the Earth fell 
' > down into the Water with ſuch a 
2} mighty force, as daſh'd the Water on 
Z a ſudden up into the Air, even to the 


Heavens ; and the Water muſt needs 
fall down again on a ſudden; for 


, nothing was there to hold it up, but 
= down it muſt. How then did the 


Waters continue to cover and prevail 
upon the Earth a hundred and fifty 
days? for part after part falling into 
it 1n all places, the Water dafh'd: up 
and fell down on a ſudden. And 
ſure Moſes would nor call the dafh- 
ing of the Mountains, the covering 
of the Mountains. But ſuppole it 
tohbeſo: I ask, Did all the whole 
earth fall down or no? If not all, 
then the parts remaining were not 
covered with Water,. and ſo the De- 
luge was not univerſal : "The men 
then that lived upon thoſe parts of 
the Earth might eſcape the Deluge : 
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But Moſes ſaith, the Flood deſtroyed * 


all fleſh living, except Noab and his. '. 
And if the whole Eanh did fall into |- 
the Water, then the whole Earth was 7 
covered all at onoe, by his own con- | 
fefſion, and the Deluge was univerſal | 
in that manner as we afhrm, bur he 
denies. Now whether all the Hills | 
in this World were made by the 
Flood or no, we will not queſtion : | 
But, faith he, They were all made 2? 
by the breaking of the Earth : there * 
were no Mountains nor Hills in his } 
hne World. Well, ler ir be fo, they Þ 
were all made by the breaking of the 
Earth , which he calls the Flood : | 
yet when they were made, all were * 
covered by Water, and many Cu- | 
birs higher. Let this Man ask Moſes 
whence he had all this Water: for | 
that is the Pringiple on which he de- 


pends for his whole Theory: which 
this of Mojes plainly confures. = 
XIX. 
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XIX. Now the ſum of all this 


> Diſcourſe lies here. Moſes, as plainly 


as a man can expreſs it, declares that 
the Waters wholly encompaſled the 
Earth, all ar once, to the heighth of 
ffreen Cubits above the higheſt Moun- 
tain. This quantity of Water, faith 
our Theoriſt, is unintelligible : I ſay, 
It is very Intelligible without making 
ule of God's Omnipotent Power in 
Creating new Waters for it, or in Mul- 
tiplying any before Created ( though 
we may upon ſuch an occaſion do it ) 
Bur I hope we may make uſe of all 
thoſe Waters which God Created the 
firſt day of the World, And I have 
plainly ſhewed how that thoſe Wa- 
rers are fully ſufficient ro make up 
that mighty ' Deluge, which co him 
is unintelligible : For the firſt day of 


the World God Created a deep*Abyls 


ro encompals the whole Earth ; and 
K 2 _ this 
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this deep Abyſs God divided,and placed 


oat above the Firmament, and the 0- 
ther part remained under the Firma- 
ment; which {till did encompals the 
whole Earth. Now if this Water 
which remained under the Firmament 
did once encompals the Earth, Why 
might 1t not again in the Deluge en- 
compaſs the fame Earth, overflowing 


all, yea and fifteen Cubits more 2 It 


he lay the Waters were not {o dee 
afrer they were divided: 1 deftre him 


. firſt to prove that, if he can; and at- 


rer he has proved it, I have yeta grear 
relerve of Water to make the Deluge, 
viz, the Waters which God carried up 
above the Firmament. I do not mean 
miſts and vapours in the Firmamenc 
or in the Air below, which, faith he, 
being condenſed would make up bur 
a {mall quantity of Water to contri- 
bute towards a Deluge ; let it be fo: 
I ſpeak not of fuch yapours, but _ 
rea 
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real ſolid Water, part of that deep A- 
| byſls which encompaſſed the whole 


> Earth at firſt, and God divided and 


2 placed above the Firmament. If he 
= ask me in what place they were ſer- 
© led, I freely confels I do not know : 
yet God's Word hath ſaid it, hd I very 
ealily believe it was done, tho where 
he placed them I will not take upon 
me to determine. I hope he believes it 
was done as well as I; and then, if he 
pleaſe , ler him with his Philoſophy 
determine the place where they were 
ſertled. And when he informs me, I 
will preſently again inform him and 
{hew him how there was Water 
ſufficient ro make up this grand De- 
luge : And thus the buſineſs will be 
very intelligible which I hope may o1Ve 
ſatisfaction. And ſo we will end this 
matter of the Deluge, though there be 
many other extravagancies contained 
1n his fanciful way. 
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SEC T10onN II. 


CONTAIN J 
The Fabrick of his New World. 


I. F Have entertained you long e- 
nough with the wild and vain 
fanſie of this Man concerning the De- # 
luge, that was but a Preludium to uſher T7 
in his rare Conceit of a new World, 


- which is the Maſter-piece and very 


Quinteſſence of his Philoſophy : And 7 
by this he means to {et up a new Sect 
of Philoſophers, ſomething like Epi- 
curus and his Atoms, but far exceed- * 
ing him ; and therefore hopes that his 
Name will be much more famous 
than his, or any other Philoſophers of 
old, and will be a Monument are 
peremuns, More laſting than any brals, 
and a Fabrick far more ſumptuous 


than 


® (135) 
” than the men of the old Worlds great 
* Babel, which they thought ſhould 
{ have continued to future Ages : Bur 
by God the builders were loon dil- 
| perſed, confounding their Language 
and fcattering them all the World 0- 
ver. And 'tis much to be feared this 
Man's Tower may have the like {uc- 
ceſs from God's Word confounding 
him : for he begins his building with 
a very ominous foundation, a Chaos 
of Confuſton ; and from thence hopes 
to raiſe a Monument everlaſting : 
which doth not hang well together. 
But he undertakes the work very con- 
= fidently, and, as he faith himſelf, 
= makesa bold ſtep into his new World; 
'? a very bold ſtep indeed, for the World 
= that Maſes deſcribes, Gen. 1. was no- 
thing to it, that had onely one {por of 
delicious ground in it, which he cal- 
ted Paradiſe : But the World this Man 
hath framed is Paradiſtacal all over, 
K 4 as 
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a, 


as he termeth it, a very Garden of De- 
light. It wants onely one thing ; ©? 
There is not a Mountain in all his 
World to carry you to (as the De- 
vil did our Saviour ) from whence 
you might have a large proſpe&t of 


this delicious Land : for then' doubt-# 


Jeſs you would fall down and wor-# 


ſhip him for his admirable contrivance 
of it. = 


wll- 
#8. 


IT. But before we examine the Fa- ® 
brick of itſelf ; ler us conſider what 
motive: put our Philoſopher upon this * 
rare contrivance, and admirable De- ® 


ſign: why, he was much unſatisfied Þ 


with the misſhapen appearance of our Þ 
preſent Earth: it was lo rude and de- ® 
formed 'a Maſs, as it looked like the 
ruins of ſome goodly Structure, and Þ 
a confuſed heap of rubbiſh, rather *# 
than the compleat workmanſhip of a Þ 
Maſter-builder, conſiſting of parts ſo 
| TELLS unN- * 


Z (137) 
unproportioned ; here a Mountain , 
*Ftherea Valley; here vaſt broken Rocks, 
Fthere ſmooth and pleaſant Plains ; 
here great Promontories ſhooting our 


into rhe Sea, there the Sea running in- 
Fro the Land in finus's aud creeks , 
Fxwithout any order or regularity : bur 
Flying in a confuſed manner, as hap- 
Fpening by chance , rather than con- 
zzrrived with any Method or Order. 
Such is the outlide- of it; and the 
Zanſide allo as irregular with diſmal 
*#Vaulrs and Caverns, ſuch as fright 
27a man to look into it; far from 
affording any pleaſure ro the be- 
£5 - 

holders: and therefore our Philoſo- 
**pher cannot think this to be a piece 
of workmanſhip and perfe&ion be- 


*3coming ſuch a Maſter-builder as that 


great God who made the beautiful 
2 Heavens with all thoſe Stars and glo- 
Frious Lights : but rather like the bro- 
ken ruins of his magnificent Build- 
FRET mn. 
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ing. Thus he deſcribes the prefent 


Earth. But what if it do appear that 
God was the framer of ſuch a confu-# 
ſed heap, as he repreſents this Earth 
tro be > Will nor then a ſtrange can- 
fufion ſurpriſe this haſty and rafh Phi- 


lolopher for thus cenſuring che work: 


manſhip of God? 


III. I defire him to give me leave 
to ſet forth our Micracoſm, Man, in! 
ſome ſuch deformed way, as he doth} 
the Megacoſm , or great World. | 
might affirm him to be a moſt mil- 
ſhapen creature alſo ; and his Head to 
be like aJug or Bottle with the neck 
rurned downwards , much deformed 
in it ſelf, one fide all rough and hairy, 
the other bald, as it were, all battered 
and broken; a broad forehead at the 
rop, under that two holes dented in 
for Eyes, then a great and hollow 


Trunk of a Noſe ſtanding forth,then a 
gaping 


(139) 
raping mouth filled with bones and a 
Hump of fleſh berween them , with 
70 flaps for lips hanging over ; then 
Chin, as it were a great Promon- 
ory , ſtands ont beyond a ſmall 
Iwindling neck, at the bottom where- 
pf ſtrercch forth rwo mighty over- 
rrown ſhoulders, and art each fide of 
em Arms as ſmall hanging down, 
altened on, as it were, with ſtrings 
Fro move up and down, and at the 
ZXnd of them two Lands ragged and 
jagged with Fingers ; down his Back 
runs a great ridg of Bones with Ribs 
encompaſiing his Breaſt : next unto 
that a great Potbelly with hips and 
buttocks ſwelling our far larger than 
his Waſt; and*all this divided into 
$ two Thighs, as if ſome wedges had 
& been driven in to rend his Body from 
the twiſt downward. © And his inſide 
as deformed as his outſide, his Breaſt 
and Belly all hollowed with Caverns, 
ILL and 


(149) 
and filled with divers diſproportioned 
parts of heart, liver, lungs, guts and 
panch, 'as it they had been tumbled} 
into him in confiſced _ ſo that 


a Bears unlick'd whelp is of a far finer, 
ſmoother and evener ſhape. Yer we 
believe this mis{hapen Body was fra- 
med by God himſelf, and our Philo. 
ſopher acknowledges the fame : Yea, 
we are mightily taken and in low 
with our own form; and although the 
parts ſeem thus uneven and diſpro- 
portioned, we greatly commend the 
beauty of them altogether ; and much 
admire the wondertul ſtructure .and 
uſefulneſs of every part, as ſeveral 
Phyſitians and Anatomilſts have fer it 
forth. And fo this great body of the 
Earth taken all together hath a won-® 
derful beauty and admirable ſtructure, 
even in hoſ. parts which he ſets forth 


as moſt diſagreeing and deformed, 
The high and rocky Mountains 


(141) 

mmediately adjoyning to the bound- 
eſs Seas, quite of another nature, re- 
Sreſent unto us the infinite Power and 
lajeſty of God, as he himſelf ſpeaks 
age 39. laying, © The greateſt Ob- 

jets of Narure are the molt pleal- 
© ing to behold; and next to the 
* oreat Concave of the Heavens, and 
© thoſe boundleſs Regions where the 
© Stars inhabit, there is nothing thar 
*1 look upon with more pleaſure 
© than the wide Sea and Mountains 
* of the Earth: there is ſomething 
© Auguſt and ſtately in the Air of 
* of theſe things that inſpires the 
'*© mind with great thoughts and pal- 
* ſons. Wedo naturally on ſuch oc- 
* caſions think upon God and his 
W< greatneſs, &c. Surely he much for- 
got his former thoughts of the rude 
Farth, when he uttered theſe words : 
tor what can be more agreeable with 


the goodneſs and greatneſs of God, 


than 


(142) 
than to ſet forth this lower Earth in 
ſuch a form, as may lift up our mind; 
to contemplate that Divine Omnipo 
tent Power, which wrought the; 
mighty works , fuch as Arike Our 
minds with a pleaſing aſtoniſhment! 
And furely. all men who behold thel 
things have the ſame delightful con 
templarion , as he acknowledges ty 
have felr, when he beheld them; and 
"ur we never looked upon them al 

roken ruined fractions of a forme 
Structure, which we poor Souls ne: 
ver dream'd of , till his Theory gave 
us notice of them, And then, if we 
turn our Eyes from the Hills down 
to the lea Valleys below, what 
variety do we there diſcern of great 
Plains and Fields chequered with diÞ 
vers colours , and adorned with kÞ 
veral beauntul Flowers and fruit: 
ful Trees ! All which we are de 
prived- of in his ſmooth ſpherica 
Earth 


Cie: 
Earth, where we fad all to be of one 
even uniform ſhape, without any varie- 
ty to raiſe up our minds to the contem- 
plation of God's Greatneſs and Good-' 
neſs, or to invite us to move a foot 
from our own Habitation to ſee the 
reſt of the World, all being but one 
and the ſame, a {ſmooth Earth withour 
any Sea ; which gives occaſion tomen 
of the boldeft and nobleſt Invention 
that 1s in the World ; when in a ſmall 
Veſſel they lanch our into a bound- 
leſs Ocean many thouſands of miles 
together , ſeeking out new and un- 
known Countries. Really I ſhould 
grow an, extream dull Creature to be 
confined ro ſuch a ſmooth uniform 
Habitation, and ſhould deſire to be 
4 cran{planred into this misſhapen irre- 
4 gular World he fmds us in, where 
WM we have the variety of delightful mori- 
ons and proſpects both by Sea andLand. 
New it we farther conſider, That 
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than to fer forth this lower Earth in 
ſuch a form, as may lift up our minds 
tro contemplate that Divine Omnipo- 
tent Power, which wrought theſe 
mighty works , \uch as Frike our 
minds with a pleaſing aſtoniſhment ? 
And ſurely. all men who behold theſe 
things have the ſame delighttul con- 
templarion , as he acknowledges to 
have felt, when he beheld them; and 
et we never looked upon them as 
6: ruined fractions of a former 
Structure, which we poor Souls ne- 
ver dream'd of , till his Theory gave 
us notice of them. And then, if we 
turn our Eyes from the Hills down 
to the pleaſant Valleys below, what 
variety do we there diſcern of great 
Plains and Fields chequered with di- | 
vers colours, and adorned with {c- 
veral beaunitul Flowers and fruit- 
ful Trees! All which we are de- 
prived of in his {mooth ſpherical 
Earth, 


"CO 
Earth, where we find all to be of one 
everruniform ſhape, withouc any varie- 
ry to raiſe up our minds to the contem-. 
plation of God's Greatneſs and Good- 
neſs, or to invite us to move a foor 
from our own Habitation to ſee the 
reſt of the World, all being but one 
and the ſame, a {mooth Earth withour 
any Sea ; which gives occaſion to men 
of the boldeft and nobleſt Invention 
that 1s in the World ; when in a ſmall 
Veſſel they lanch out into a bound- 
leſs Ocean many thouſands of miles 
rogether , ſeeking out new and un- 
known Countries. Really I ſhould 
grOW an extream dull Creature to be 
confined to ſuch a ſmooth uniform 
Habitation, and ſhould defire to be 
tranſplanred into this misſhapen irre- 
oular World he fmds us in, where 
we have the variety of delightful mori- 
ons and proſpects both by Sea andLand. 
Now it. we farther conſider , That 
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from Moſes and ſeveral other Writers 
of Scripture, it appears that God crea- 
ted this World in that form and fa- 
ſhion, as now it is, which this Man 
hath ſo boldly called Rude and De- 
formed ; Will not he, as I faid before, 
be ſtrangely confounded ar this 2 Bur 
I ſhall not ar preſent diſorder him in 
the Fabrick of his new World, as he 
ſers it forth in his Theory. 


IV. In the firſt place he tells us 
that all originally proceeded from a 
Chaos, and faith, All the Antients were | 
of Opinion that ſuch a thing there | 
was from whence the World did a- * 
riſe. I defire to know whom he | 
means by thoſe Antients, whether | 
Heathens or Chriſtians? It Heathens, * 
Is he then to learn from them how !: 
the World was made ? Sure all Chri- | 
ſtians take Moſes to be the onely true | 
Hiſtoriographer for the Worlds Crea- ® 
© tion, Þ 


(145) 
tion, and are no way concerned with 
the ſeveral vain opinions of, Heathen 
Poets or Philoſophers, but thank God 
we have a better light to guide us than 
thoſe Tenes fatui, Yet I defire himto 
tell us whether all the ancient Hea- 
thens were of this opinion : ſure not 


all, bur very different among them- 


ſelves; and ſome ſaid the World was 
made of Fire, ſome of Water, ſome of 
Atoms, and I know not what ; ſome 
that it was never made, but eternal : 
And therefore we ſhall conclude this 
Chaos, eſpecially in ſuch a manner as. 
he deſcribes it, ro be an Idea framed 
out of his own brain, and teject it as 
we do Epicurus's Atoms. We delire 
him then ro declare unto us who was 
the framer of his Chaos; for he doth 
nor plainly expreſs whether he thinks 
his Chaos was the workmanſhip of 
God or no, or when it had beginning, 
And if he ſaich that God created ut, 


| F me. 
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methinks he ſhould have thought fuch 
2 rude confuſed Chaos far more im- 
my and unbecoming Gods per- 
eftion, than this rude World we 
live in, but he finds fault with, as un- 
becoming the perfection of God; for 
God doubtleſs could as eaftly have 
made the Heavens and the Earth in a 


perfect form, as leave them to his 


Chaos to produce. I ſee he is ſtrange- 
ly in love with Nature, and Narural 
Productions, and God muſt produce 
only a rude fluid Maſs, and from 
thence Nature muſt work it out in her 


orderly way into delicate Heavens and 
Earth. | 


5. But where doth he find that 
God created this Chaos ? He faith 
Moſes mentions it in his deſcription of 
the Creation. Let us then look into 
Moyſes, and fee how he relates the 


framing of this mighry World. Moſes 
faith 


(147) 
ſaith, Gen. 1. In the beginning God created © 
the Heavens and the Earth,and the Earth 
was without form and void, and darkneſs 
was upon the face of the Deep. Here we 
find within the time of one day the 
Heavens, and the Earth, and the Wa- 
ters above the Earth all framed. But 
our Philoſopher tells us of a ſtrange 
Chaos to be in the beginning ; ſucha 
one as came not to the conliftency of 
Earth in many days, or rather in ma- 
ny years, I know not how many : we 
find not a word in Scripture of any 
fuch thing : Yes, ſaith he, Moſes doth 
affirm ſuch a thing in ſaying, The earth 
was void and without form. If the earth 
was without form, there was then an 
Earth the firſt day, though withour 
form : Burt this Chaos was a confuſed 
maſs of ſeveral parts intermingled roge- 
ther, which came not to the conſiſtency 
of earthin a long time, as I ſaid be- 


fore : ſo that this 15 wholly contraty to 
Li. Moſes's 
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. Mofes's deſcription, which faith both 
Heaven and Earth were created the far(t 
day, firm ſolid earth ; and farther tells 


us how that the earth, though rude the 
firſt day,was clothed with Graſs,Herbs, 
and Trees the third day : which more 
fully confures his fluud intermingled 
mals of all things. Bur let ns proceed. 


6. He tells us, pag. 53. © That by 
« the Chaos he underſtands rhe matter 


« of the Earth and Heavens without 
« Form or Order intexrmingled in a 
«* fwd Maſs, wherein: are the mate- 
* rials and ingredients of all Bodies, 
« Earth, Water, Fire, Air, yea, and 
« Oyl allo, all confuſed and mix 
< together ;| And of thele were com- 
poled the Earth with all is Creatures, 
Fiſhes, Fowls, and Beaſts. I have of- 
ten heard of four Elements whereof 
all things. are framed :* but I never 


heard of this fifth Element of Oyl be- 
- "oe; 
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fore, which in framing his Earth is rhe 

principal : for it ſeems it was com- 

poſed mainly of that. But he ſaith, it 
was not Oyl, bur of an Oyly ſub- 

ſtance, as Cream may be ſaid to be of 
an oyly or unctuous ſubſtance: and 
fuch this fifth Element was, (for ſo 
[ muſt call it, it being neither Earth, 
Water, Fire, nor Air ) or elſe it muſt 
ariſe from ſomewhat elſe, as Cream 
doth from Milk: and ſo this muſt 
ariſe from one of the four principal 
Elements. And ure it conld nor 
ariſe from Fire or Air; they are of too 
thin a ſubſtance to produce fuch a 
thick, fat, and unftuous matter : And 
xs for Water, that is too barren in ir 
ſelf ro produce {uch a creamy ſub- 
ſtance: The Earth likewiſe is orig1- 
nally a dry, heavy, and cold 50 
ſtance, very unfit to produce it. So 
that I cannot find our whence it ſhould 
ariſe: And therefore, for ought I ſee, 
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it muſt be a diſtin& Element of it (elf. 
But whenceſoever it did ariſe, or 
whatever it be, it is a main principle 


in his maſs, of which conſiſts the Fa- 
brick of all his new-found Earth. So 
that here we have the 6 aj of all 
ſublunary things whatſoever, all in- 
rermingled; and, for ought I find in 
his Theory, all above the Moon alſo : 
for he doth not tell us of what the 
Heavens, with all thoſe glorious Stars, 
Sun, Moon, and Planets were com- 
poled, or when Created ; or whether 


Nature had a hand in the framing of 


them from ſome other kind of fluid 
Maſs. Surely thele things were worth 
his mentioning : for Moſes in his rela- 
tion of the World mentions all par- 
ticularly ; and how that the Earth with 


the oreat Abyſs about it was framed 


firſt, and ſome days after that, men- 
tions -the Creation of Sun, Moon, 
Stars, &c. And therefore it is a {Frange 


thing 
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thing that this being done in the mid- 
dle of the Creation, he frames his 
World, and takes no notice of them, 
when or how they had their being. 
But this is a myltery we muſt be 
ignorant of, and pals it over in filence. 
However, - if he thought not | fit to 
meddle with theſe things; yet me- 
chinks he might have told us ſome- 
thing more plainly of the Creatures 
below, how they were produced. And 
firſt for Fiſhes, he alle them over 
in ſilence, as not fit to be mentioned 
in his black Sea under the Earth. And 
as for Fowls and Beaſts, he ſeems not 
fully reſolved whether they were pro- 
duced all at one ſtroke or no, as he 
PR ic,that is,all artheir full growth; 

ut ſeems rather to believe that the 
Earth of it ſelf ſpawned them fort! 
in their fr{t Seeds, and that 1n tine 
they grew up to more {trength 2. 
perfection. Here he mentions nc: -- 
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all Gods, command impowering the 
Earth to produce them ; 'thar is con- 
trary to his courſe, who will needs 
have Nature alone a&t in all things. 
And truly for my part have nor faith 
enough to believe that his fine fat 
oyly Earth, ever ſo far, was able to 
produce Creatures of it ſelf alone. And 
as far as my old head can remember, 


I take it to be againſt Philoſophy 


alſo, that vegetating power alone can 


produce Animals : andI ſhould won- 


der much to {ee a Horſe grow out of 


a Tree or the Earth. Bur let it be, 


his Earth produced Animals. If then. 


the Earth naturally of it ſelf © Srgec 
thele various Creatures, methinks the 
fame Earth,” having the ſame princi- 


ples of life in it, fhould till have 


gone on to produce more arid more 


Creatures,  till' at length the whole 


Earth ſhould be covered by them. But 


[ leave him to confider more of this 
mater. - = ED -, We 
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VII. We will rather hearken to 
Moſes, who plainly tells us that both 
the Earth and the Water produced 
theſe Creatures by God's ſpecial Com- 
mand ; and when his Command cea(- 
ed, their production alſo ceaſed. And 
farther tells us, God commanded the 
Sea to produce all forts of Fiſhes , a- 
mong others the great Whales: Did 
all Pele {wim up and down in his 
Sea under the Earth, and the great Le- 
wiathan take his paſtime there, as the 
Scripture faith? He had but a dark 
place to ſport himſelf in, nor any 


room to ſpout up the Water into the 


Air, as he hath in our Seas: Sure he 


rejoyced much when this Earth broke, 


and let the Waters g0 abroad to flow 


over it : but doubtleſs many of them 


were knock'd in the Head by thoſe 


great Mountains of ſtone falling in- 
to his Deep. | Yet we will ler all 
5. | this 


\ 


aye) 

this paſs, and be it ſo that the Fiſh 
were all impriſoned in his dark Sea 
under the Earth. But I muſt needs 
rell him, though he paſt this over in 
ſilence, this bulineſs of Fiſhes loudly 


and fully confutes his Sea under the 


Earth. But we will proceed to Fowls. 
We find ver. 20. God ſaid, Let the 
waters bring forth abundantly the mo- 
wing creature that bath life , and Fowl 
that may fly above the earth in the open 
Firmament of Heaven. Were then all 
the ſorts of Fowl under Heaven pro- 
duced by his Sea {hut up under the 
Earth? Truly, I can as lutle believe 
that Water of ir felt ſhould produce 
an Eagle, as the Earth a Horle : yer 
we mult believe Nature can do all 
things: Bur it Water naturally pro- 
duced Foxyls at the beginning of his 


World, why thould it not go on to 
produce to this day ? I have heard in- 
deed that there 1s n the Sea abour 


the 
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the coaſt of Africk a kind of flying 
Fiſhes, that are able to raiſe them- 
ſelves up a ſpirt from the Sea: but I 
never met with any Traveller who 
told us that either Sea, Lakes or Ri- 
vers produced Eagles, Swans, Kites 
or Ravens, or any other Fowl. The 
Earth, perchance z will ſay, is grown 
more barren ſince the Fraction : but 
| the Waters ſure muſt be the fatter, 
S that far oily Earth having fallen in 
Y . to enrich it : Beſtdes, ir hath now the 
warmth of the Sun to help forwards 
its production. But he will have it 
otherwiſe, and we mult ſubmit. Yer 
I defire him to tell us how the Fowls 
being produced by his Waters under 
the Earth, how they got out. Cer- 
cainly they could not get out ill the 
Deluge, when the Earth brake and let 
chemalſo fly abroad ar liberty,his Earth 
being firmly cloſed up on every fide, | 


not one loop-hole to fly our at : for 
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he will not allow ſo much as a 
Spring in his Earth to ariſe from the 
Sea; and by this means they muſt | 
needs have been drowned as ſoon as | 
they were made, having no place to 


fly abroad under Heaven; no nor 
any ſpace of Air between the Water 
and his oily ſubſtance. I believe theſe 
things will make any ſerious man 
ſtumble much at his Theory : And I 
deſire him to conſider that men will 
expect to be fatisfed in theſe great 


ſeeming abſurdities. 


VIIIE. In the mean time we will 
proceed to examine his fluid Maſs in 
it ſelf , without any relation to the 
Animals before-mentioned ; and how 
the parts divided themſelves and by 
degrees ſeparated one from nother, 
till ar length che heavier ſinking 
downwards and the lighter mounting 
upwards, it ſettled in all thele dt- 
| | | ſtint 
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ſtint bodies of Earth , Water, Oil, 
Air, Fire, and the Heavens a- 
bove ( which he never told us yer 
what they were made of , therefore 
we go no farther than Fire) And 
when all theſe were diſtin , then 
this oily ſubſtance to ſettle, concrete 
and harden, and make up a new-fa- 
{hioned Earth. I defire him to tell 
me how many years this was in do- 
ing. We find a Tun of new Wine 
having a great deal of foul and hea- 
vy lees in it mingled with the body 
of the Wine, requires two or three 
months time to ſettle in : How much 
time then would it require for ſuch 
a vaſt Veſlel as the wide circumfe- 
rence from the utrermoſt Circle under 
the Moon round about the World to 
the very Centre, which is many thou- 
land mules: I fay for ſuch a Vellel 
full of his fluid Maſs to divice it elf 


and ſettle in? T leave him to conhi- 
der 
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der the time, I am not concerned in 
it. But I think I may ſecurely af- 
firm it could not ſettle in one, two , 
or three, or thirty months time ; much 
leſs in one, two, or three days time ; 
. in which Moſes relates the Heavens 
and Earth with the Sea to be framed, 
and the Earth to be clothed with 
Graſs, Herbs and Trees. And there- 
tore were there nothing elſe different 
in his Production from Moſes's Crea- 
tion, this alone would make a be- 
lieving Chriſtian throw his Theory 
aſide, Moſes ſo plainly telling us, God 
created the Heavens and the Earth, 
part dry Land, which he called Earth,” 
and the gathering together of the Wa- 
ters he called Seas. 


IX. But we will go on with his 
Maſs, which became an Earth by cer- 
rain particles falling down into it | 
that helped towards a concretion. I | 


beſeech | 
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beſeech him of what nature were theſe 
Particles that ſunk down into the Oil 2 
If they were of an airy ſubſtance, they 
muſt ſtill have remained in the Air, 
_ their proper Region; If of a watry 
ſubſtance , chey would have ſunk 
clean through the Oil into the Wa- 
ter, and not have reſted till they had 
come to their own Element ; It of an 
earthy ſubſtance, they would have 
ſunk down below the Water ; If of 
an oily ſubſtance, Oil added to Oil 
makes it never the harder, and fo it 
would have remained Oil ſtill , and 
never congeled or concr2ted into an 
Earth. I. wiſh he had told us of 
whar nature theſe Particles were, and 
given a Philoſophical Reafon how 
they came to ſtick in the Oil and go no 
_ farther. But put the caſe they ſunk 
no farther ar firſt, yer methinks be- 
fore they came to be a hardened 
Earth, they muſt needs have ſo much 
weight 
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weight as to make them fink down 
into the Waters : for we find if you 
ſcatter duſt upon the face of the Wa- 
ers, though 1t lie on the top a while, 
yer as ſoon as it is throughly moiſten- 
ed, it will {ink down to hi bottom. 
And thus his fine Earth had been 
wholly ſpoiled in the concreting, and 
we ſhould have had a Deluge over 
the Earth before there was any Earth. 


X. I have yet another ſcruple, and 
deſire him to tell me of what nature 
thoſe heavy bodies of his fluid Maſs 
were that funk down below the Wa- 
ters unto the Centre ; If of an earthy” 
ſubſtance, then certainly they conlti- 
ruted an Earth there, their nature incli- 
ning unto that ; and ſo we have two 
Earths in one Maſs, one below at the 


Centre, another made up of Oil, and 
certain Particles, I know not what. 
And I would fain know how long 

this 
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this Surface, which he calls Earth, 
was in congeling and hardening to 
make it a perfect and habitable Body : 
ſure no ſmall time ; and yer we have 
very far ourgone already Moſes's time 
of three days, in which he tells us 
God made the Earth compleat with 
form and comelineſs, with Graſs, 
Herbs, Trees, @&'c. Yet we muſt have 
time to bring it into an Earth, and a 
longer time to harden it fo far, as to 
rurn it into Stone allo : of which the 
ſurface of his new-found Earth feems 
ro me rationally to conſilt : tor we 
generally find , the higher we aſcend 
up to the Mountain tops, the more 
ſtony and rocky they are ; and conſe- 

uently we may well {uppole the Sur- 
= was the moſt rocky of all. And 
yet he tells us that his Antediluzian 
Earth was of a delicate, fine, and far 
ſubſtance, fir to produce any thing, 
even living Animals ; which a man 
M Can 
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can hardly believe that ſees the ruins 
of it, the higher we go, all being, as 
I faid, the more rocky and barren, 
unfit to produce any thing : And yet 
this is the ſame Antediluwvian Earth in 
ſubſtance with the former , though 
broken and ruined, as he would have 
it, From whence we may conclude 
his fine fat Earth had no other being, 
but in his brain and fanſie : for the 
nature of it could not be fo altered 
by his 1maginary Flood, which was 
but the daſhing of Water by the fall 
of the Earth into it, and tofling it up, 
| and 1n an inſtant down again, there 
being nothing to ſupport tn. And as 
this rockinels in the higheſt parts 
proves his fine fat Earth to be but a 
hgment : ſo do the ſeveral ſorts of 
Mines confirm the ſame, as Mines of 
Gold and Silver, Lead, Braſs , Sul- 
phur, Alum, and ſuch like. Where- 
tore I defire him to ſhew by his Phi- 

lolophical 
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loſophical Reaſon how his fluid Maſs; 
wherein all things were confuſedly 
mingled, and ſettled onely according 
ro their lightneſs or gravity, the higher 
keeping . , the heavier linking 
down, how it came to pals that thele 
heavier bodies of Gold and Lead reſt- 
ed in the ſame parts where his oily 
and lighter Particles fubliſted. - Me- 
thinks thoſe Particles which were of 
ſo heavy a ſubſtance ſhould have funk 
quite through the fluid matter of Oil 
and Water alſo, and never have ſtopt 
till they had gotten tothe very Centre. 
Beſides; How came it that Particles 

of ſo different a nature , as Gold and 
Lead, Sulphur and Alum, {ſhould 
be found in diſtin places within 
the ſame body of the Earth, not far 
alunder one from another; for he 
muſt ſtill remember that his Particles, 
which conſtituted his Earth, had no- 


thing elſe to diſtinguiſh their natures, 
M 2 but 
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but lightneſs and par. And there- 


fore, as I ſaid before, all the heavier 
mult needs haſten quickly and equal- 
ly towards the Center, and could not 
make up fo various bodies in the ſame 
parts of the Earth, as here Gold, there 
Sulphur, hard by Lead, near that 
Alum, in another place pure earth; 
and {0 Stone, Coal, and ſuch-like : all 
which are found in our preſent earth ; 
and were undoubtedly in the Antedilu- 
vian earth, and could not poſſibly be 
fo variouſly altered by the breaking 
of it, the ſubſtance being the ſame, 
though the former faſhion of the 
earth might be altered. We will yet 


conſider his new fine ſpherical Earth a 
little farther. 


XI. He ſays, and that very truly, 
« "That all fluid bodies muſt run 
«ina {mooth and equal Line round 
* about the Center, and it is contra- 


ry 
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< ry to Philoſophical Reaſon for any 
« fluid body to riſe up into a Hill, un- 
« lels kept in by force, contrary to 
« its natural propenſion. Let him 
then tell me by Philoſophical Rea- 
{on how this fluid, ſpherical body 
came into an Oblong, and ſettled in 
the form of an Egg, as he ſuppoſes it 
doth extend at each end towards the 
Poles; and fo he hath made two vaſt 
exorbitant Mountains in his Sphere : 
he might better have allowed a great - 
many little Hills, as we find in our 
Earth: Nay, I dare lay the higheſt 
Hill in the world doth not extend 
above the Valley from whence it ari- 
ſerch by many degrees to that height 

| from the Center, as his Oval Poles 
mult needs furmount the reſt of his 
Sphere. And if he once allow me bur 
two Hills to be in his Sphere, I {hall 
by conſequence bring in rwo hundred, 
or two thouſand, there being no more 
M b4 reaſon 
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reaſon againſt many, than one. Tq 


this he anſwers, © "That all fluid Bo- 
& dies do ſertle in a perfect Sphere, un- 
& leſs there be {ome other cauſe to 
« hinder ir : Bur for our Farth he 
vive this reaſon for its {erling in an 
oblong form, viz, Thar this being one 
of: the Planets, is preſt down by 
another adjoyning Planer, and fo for- 
ced out of its own natural form, and 
compelled to extend it ſelf rowards 
the Poles. We deſire tro know whe- 
ther this our Planer hath two other ad- 
joyning Planets prefling it togerhgr 
on both ſides, and they likewiſe others 
preſiing them: and if ſo, yet there is 
no reaſon for its {trerching our into an 
oblong ; for make rwo {pherical Balls 
of Wax, or Dough, or the like, and 
ler one preſs the other, they will both 
extend into a ſpherical Circumference, 
as Cakes do, being made round at firſt 
and prel} down. So that unleſs this 

OUT 
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our Planet be ſurrounded quite abour 
with other Planets, no force can make 
it extend into an oblong, bur ir will, 
as I ſaid, extendinto an equal Circum- 
ference. And if they be fo placed 
round about, then all the Planets muſt 
be equally oblong on their preſſing 
{1de: yet none of them do appear un- 


to us in an oblong, but in a round 


form. And further, he himſelf ac- 
knowledges the Planets all to lie one 
above another; and fo they can only 
prels one another into a round Circum- 
terence, as I ſaid before. We find yet 
no cauſe for an oblong form. And 
how knows our Theeriſt of what 
matter the other Planets are compo- 
ſed ; wherher they all proceeded from 
ſach fluid Maſles as ours did, and lct- 
led all alike at the ſame time; and 
whether their outward Circumference 
be of Air or Fire? And if they be, 
then thoſe outward parts would yield 

M 4 One 
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one to another, and ſtretch out very 
far before they came to operate upon 
the more ſolid body of the Earth. 
Many more are the difficulties which 
would ariſe from this his Planets preſ- 
{ing one upon another : bur I will nor 
trouble my head to object any further, 
than only to ſhew him that this his 
Planers Preſſing one upon another can- 
not poſſibly cauſe an oblong form in 
this our Earth; it can only force it into 
2 flar Circumference. 


XII. But I will paſs from this” to 
another matter in his New-found 
World, which he hath made void of 
Fountains, or 'any other means to wa- 
ter and refreſhit ; and hath brought 
in a new invention of Rivers towards 
tae Poles, cauled by vapours delcend- 
ing from TIC {uperiour Region, and 
running towards ine Torrid Zone, by 
degrees branching themſelves out with 

{everal 
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ſeveral, as it were, Veins; and thus to 
afford moiſture to all the parts of his 
New Earth. I obſerve that he men- 
tions ſeveral Pools and Lakes made by 
theſe Rivers, as they run Southward : 
for fo he delcribes them, and ſets them 
forth in a Map, pag. 231. I have 
now a great difhculry which I defire 
him to reſolve me in, How theſe 
hollows for Lakes, and' Channels for 
ſo great Rivers as they mult needs be, 
when one River divides it ſelf as it 
goes into ſo many parts towards the 
Torrid Zone ; I lay how thele Hol- 
lows and Channels came to be in his 
perfect ſpherical World 2 For I hope 
he will nor deſert his own Principle, 
That all fluid Bodies being congeled 
or concreted, reſt in the ſame form 
| as they were in before concretion. 
Who then made thele Channels for the 
Rivers to run in, or Hollows for his 
Lakes to ſettle in? Truly this doth 


not 
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not ſeem to me coherent with his new 
form oof Earth : for the vapours com- 
ing down from above upon his new 
Earth, ſuppoſing it to be perfect ſphe- 
rical, muſt needs either diſperſe abroad, 
or ſink equally in all places where 
rhey fall, and can have no deſcent to 
carry them any way; and thus can- 
not make up ſo great a body as we 
ſuppoſe his Rivers muſt be towards 
the North, where they fall. Nor will 
[ allow any declivity from his Poles 
towards the Torrid Zone, having 
ſhewed him already, that it is im- 
poſſible by his Principles to ſhape his 
Earth into an oblong form, bur all. 
muſt be ſpherical. Belides, when Ri- 
vers run ina Channel, they never part, 
but meeting with ſome obſtruction of 
higher ground that forces them to di- 
vide: and then his Rivers dividing 
into lo many ſeveral parts, plainly 
{ſhews his Earth hath many Hilly 

obſtructi- 


(171) 
obſtructions, which force them to di- 
vide into ſeveral branches. And this 
buſineſs of Rivers will wholly de- 
ſtroy this new Fabrick of the Earth : 
for there can be no running of water, 
where the Earth, by reaſon of its ſphe- 
rical form, can have no Channels to 
receive the Rivers, nor any declivity 
or {inking ground to convey them 
from the place they were in. If he 
anſwers to the buſtacl of Channels, 
Thar though there were none at the 
firſt framing of his new Earth ; yer the 
falling of rhoſe vapours which arole 
in the South and came flying into the 
North, and there Taded might in 
time work down Channels into it, and 
ſo make a Current for Rivers to run 
in. Igrant a ſtrong fall of water con- 
tinuing in one place, might make the 
earth tink into a hole, and ſo flow 
over the parts adjoyning : but I can- 
not ſee any cauſe that ſhould make 
thole 
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thoſe vapours deſcend any otherwiſe 
than in. miſts and - foggs upon the 
Earth : for there being no fierce winds 
ro drive them in his temperate air, 
they mult needs fall, as they riſe, uni- 
verlally and gently, ſcarce ſenlible 
in one place more | than another ; 
and thus falling equally upon the 
ſpherical ground, would water all 
the Earth alike, and make no Chan- 
nels in it to convey them into the 
Southern parts, there being, as I ſaid 
before, no declivity to help them 
forward towards the South. More- 
_ over Channels are not made, but by 
great falls of water, when it de- 
| Icends from much the higher ground 
into the lower, and with ſuch lit- 
tle banks of earth on each fide 
Keeping it in, as forceth the currenc 
to carry the earth away before it. 
And I pray, whither ſhould this earth 
be conveyed in his Spherical World ? 
| $0 


(173) 

So that of neceſſity the miſts, as I 

laid, falling gently _ luch a per- 
Y 


fect round, muſt equally diſtend them- 
elves into all parts alike, and fink 
into the ground, rather than make a 
current to get away. Bur ſuppoſe a 
Current nught be made by gentle 
falls in a very long time; yet how 
{ſhould all Mankind, and all Beaſts 
live without Water during the time 
of making ſo great Channels for ſuch 


mighty Rivers, as to convey Water 


enough to diſperſe it ſelf into ſeveral 
Veins for many thouſand miles, till 
they reached the Southern parts, and 
make new Channels ſtill by the way 
as it runs to water the whole Earth. 
There is much more untouched than 
I have handled , which I leave unto 
others, my old Head being wearied 

with following him thus far. 
XIII. I ſhall conclude all with that 
which our Theorift concludes his 
} Prelace 
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Preface with, viz, © His ſincere in- 
« tention of his Theory was, To ju- 
« ftjifie the Doctrines of the univerſal 
« Deluge and of Paradiſe, and pro- 
< tet them from the Cavils of thoſe 
<« that are no well-wiſhers to Sacred 


« Hiſtory : and how that upon this 


« account he may well expect fair 


« uſage and acceptance with all that 
«are well diſpoſed. And truly for 
my part, could I find but the leaſt 
appearance of fincere intention in 
him, or that he had any way cleared 
thele Doctrines, I ſhould upon either 
account have palsd over in filence 
any, or all, his extravagancies. Burt 
in my poor judgment he hath neither 
ſhewed fincericy of intention , nor 
cleared any Doctrine of Scripture : 
For he hath not handled the Scripture 
lincerely in any one place of mo- 
ment ; but in ſome places flatly con- 
tradicts them, as I have ſhewed ; O- 

thers 
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thers he hath wreſted and turned 
from their own plain and eafie un- 
derſtanding ; obſcuring all, and forcin 

from them a moſt remote and we 
ficult ſenſe, far different from the 
common underſtanding of all Learn- 
ed and Sober Men : And talks in ſo 
high a ſtrain of the Key that he has 
brought into the World ro open 
Mens Underſtandings for many dark 
and obſcure places in Scripture, ma- 
king them factle and = ro conm- 
mon ſenſe, as if his Key were the 
very Key of David, applied by all 
unto our Saviour himlelf. And as 
for his explaining the Doctrines of the 
Univerſal Deluge and of Paradiſe, 1 
pray. you let us a little conſider each 


ONe apalt. 


XIV. And firſt for the Deluge. I 
do not know any one Doctrine of 


moment in the Old Teſtament that 
leems 
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ſeems to me miore eaſe than that of 
the Deluge, which Moſes hath deſcri- 
bed ſo exadtly and plainly, as 'tis fit- 
ted for any vulgar capacity. But by 
our Theoriſts Interpretation it is made 
moſt obſcure and difficult, and ſer 
forth in ſuch Romantick terms, that 
it is ridiculous to underſtanding Men, 
and not intelligible to the Vulgar. 


XV. As for the Doctrine of Para- 
diſe, I confeſs I do not know a more 
dark and difficult matter in all the 
Scripture : and I mult needs ſay with 
S. Auſtin, 1t 1s ab hominum cognitione re- 
motiſimum. Burt terreſtrem eſſe Para- 
diſum, leems to me certiſſimum, There 
is nothing more remote from the 
knowledg of Men, than the particu- 
lar place of Paradiſe : yet that there 
was ſuch a particular place, is evi 
dent by that particular deſcription 
which Moſes gives of it, ſpeaking of 


ſeveral 


\ 
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ſeveral Rivers that branched out from 
that of Paradiſe : Whereas our Theo- 
riſt in flat contradition to Moſes , 
makes Paradiſe to be the whole Ante- 
diluvian Earth, which he ſaith was 
Paradiſ1acal all over; and would 
needs have Adam to be placed ar firſt 
towards the Southern Pole. and from 
thence to be driven towards the Nor- 
thern ; dividing his Antediluvian Earth 
into two habicable parts by the Tor- 
rid Zone : but doth not tell us how 
he was conveyed through that ſcorch- 
ing Region. Nor can I underſtand 
why he ſhould be put to ſo long a 
Journey, and fo dangerous a Paſlage, 
when, according to him, the Earth 
was as much Paradiſjacal on one fide 
of the Torrid Zone, as the other. 
And therefore concerning theſe two 
Doctrines of the Deluge and Paradiſe: 
he hath made that of the Deluge 
much more difficult ; and that of Pa- 


N radiſe 
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_ he hath lefr, it nat more, yer 
as unintelligible , and leſs cre- 
dible, becauſe lels agreeing with Scri- 


pture. 


XVI. I could enlarge much more 
upon either of theſe two Subjects : 
bur my buſinels is not to fay any 
thing of my own, but to ſhew in a 
ſhort and compendious way the ab- 
ſurdity and audacity of this Man, 
who lo confidently ſets himſelf to op« 
poſe the whole World, being ſo be- 
{otted with his own vain and hea- 
theniſh Opinions ; and not reſting (a- 
tiched with Moſes's Hiſtory Te the 
Creation, nor with his plain and eaſe 
deſcription of the Deluge ; pretend- 
Ing, brhoorh the Sincerity of his In- 
tention : whereas It 15 in reality the 
Pride and Vanity he takes in his own 
Philoſophical Invention. 
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RATA: 


Page 16. line 3. for Firſt read Fifth ; and at the bottoin 
inſert the word The. p. 84. 1. 1. for pleaſed r. pleaſes. p. 86. 
L 13. for Higheſt r. Highneſs. p. 116.1.11.tor it r.:ts. p. 126.1. 
I ky = Wills e. Wits. p.127.1.20.tor Penman r.-Penmen .p.136. 
| LÞL. 12. leave out the word of. p. 155. 1.20, inſert the word and 


after the word brake. 
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